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 AAUW North Shore Branch
    

  

December Holiday Celebration 
Saturday, December 10, 2011   11:30 AM 

 

 

President’s Corner                  Jenny Brasseur and  Janet Nortrom, Co-Presidents 

 
 

 

We started out the AAUW North Shore branch meetings with a great focus on our 
mission.   State President, Anne Lee was able to share what she took back from the 
AAUW Convention in Washington DC.  The biggest push right now is to Get out the 
Vote, trying to reach those who did not vote in the last election.  The Association feels 
many of those are the millennial generation, ages 22 to 35.  They need to be gathered 
around the state and one way is through a gathering called  “Cocktails and 
Conversations”.  Janet Quail and Janet Nortrom experienced this with the Milwaukee 
AAUW Branch who met at the Pfister Hotel with woman of all ages. It was a delightful 
gathering planned by their members that attended the Voter Ed Day in Steven‟s Point, 
Oct. 21.    That day in Stevens Point, had not only AAUW members but League of 
Women Voters and other women groups.  More about this day in another article. 
Our October Meeting again dealt with our mission.  The Milwaukee Branch of the 
League of Women Voters provided so much insight into the new Voter Identification Bill 
and the ramifications.  That same week, the League started a suit against the state of 
Wisconsin challenging the Voter Identification Law.  Stay tuned to the news in this area 
and get involved. 

Continued on page 2 

 www.aauw.org/aauw-wi.org
    

  

 
The AAUW Annual Holiday Celebration is December 10 at Devon‟s 
Seafood Grill in Bay Shore Town Center.   Not only do we celebrate the 
holiday season, we use this event to collect donations for a women‟s 
shelter.  Your gift of shampoos, lotions, beauty products, wellness items, 
women‟s products, etc. means the world to the shelter.  The event 
begins at11:30 AM.  You will make your food choice at the restaurant 
from 3 pre-selected entrees.   
  
Send $26.00 to Maria Olson, AAUW Milwaukee North Shore-2101 W Good 

Hope Road, Glendale, 53209 right away.  Call her at 414-4465-4386 to 
confirm your reservation is on the way. 
 

For questions about the event, contact Program Chair Sharon Munson at 
414-358-8393.  
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Sexual Harassment Research 
To help stop sexual assault on campuses of institutions of higher learning, 
AAUW has released its latest research report, Crossing the Line: Sexual 
Harassment at School., Survey data was complied from 2,000 students in 
grades 1-7. The electronic report is available now and the print copies are 
available from ShopAAUW.  AAUW encourages everyone to share this report 
with all educators, students and parents.  These efforts will help protect all 
students from sexual harassment. 
 
 

LAF Case Updates 
A new amended lawsuit has been filed against Wal-Mart in the U.S. District 
Court for Northern California.  The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in June that the 
Wal-Mart vs. Dukes sex discrimination class-action lawsuit was to big to move 
forward so the lawyers representing the women have created smaller class 
action lawsuits.  The lawyers have now filed the first of these lawsuits. The 
lawsuit alleges that Wal-Mart „s discriminatory practices affected more than 
90,000 women who currently or have worked at Wal-Mart or Sam‟s Club in 
four regions of California.  Betty Dukes is the lead plaintiff in these lawsuits 
just as she was in the original lawsuit. Through LAF, AAUW provided support 
to the lead plaintiffs last June.  In September, the AAUW board voted to 
provide funds to the plaintiffs as they continue their fight in the smaller class 
action lawsuits.  AAUW will continue their support to these women and 
lawyers as continue the fight and seek justice for all women workers at Wal-
Mart stores. 
 
Remember a tax-deductible donation to LAF will help balance the scales of 
justice for all women.  
 
 

 Contributors:  Marge Henderson, AAUW Website 

Unfortunately after our branch had requested day time meetings and tours, the 
November day at the Grohmann Museum had to be canceled due to low 
enrollment, just as our January theatre afternoon had to be canceled.  Please give 
us feedback on the kind of programs you will support.  Our Program team worked 
hard planning and then advertising these events.  We have another tour and lunch 
trip planned in February (Channel 10/36 and then lunch at the MATC Cuisine); we 
will want a commitment on that early also. Don‟t forget the holiday gathering at 
Devon‟s in Bay Shore. See announcement enclosed and sign-up soon. 
Here‟s an idea for a future event.  An outstanding film shown at the national 
convention was “Miss Representation”. This film would be good to collaborate with 
another branch to buy and show all the college students we know. 
Our March and April meetings will be at the Fox Point Lutheran church and our May 
meeting at the Women‟s Club of Wisconsin.  Look for more information on them in 
the 2012 newsletters.   

President’s Corner                                                   continued from page 1 

 

Based on findings from a nationally 
representative survey conducted in 

May and June, 2011, this report 
presents the most comprehensive 
research to date on sexual 
harassment in grades 7-12 and 
reveals some sobering statistics 
about the prevalence of sexual 
harassment and the negative 
impact it has on students' 
education. 

 

 Advocacy and Research 

 

Founded in 1981, the 
AAUW Legal 
Advocacy Fund 
works to end sex 
discrimination 
in workplaces and in 
higher education. 
 

In the courtroom 
LAF offers financial and 
nonfinancial support for 
strategic discrimination 
cases 
 

On campus and in 
the community 
A key LAF strategy is 
proactive education and 
prevention programs 
 

In consultation 
A nationwide referral 
network 
 

Online 
The LAF Online 
Resource Library 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education 

 

Thanks to AAUW members change is happening  

Contributors:    AAUW website 

As we work to advance our mission, sometimes it is good to educate ourselves on 
what has been achieved.  The American Association of University Women would 
like to pause to give thanks for the many opportunities and advancements for 
women and girls during 2011. Although there is no way to list all of the advances 
for women and girls that we have seen this year, here are just a few to reflect upon 
and give thanks: 
 
We‟re thankful for AAUW‟s new research report, Crossing the Line: Sexual 
Harassment at School, the most comprehensive, nationally representative report 
conducted on sexual harassment in middle and high schools in a decade. The 
report has been featured in articles in The Associated Press, New York Times, 
Washington Post On Parenting blog, Education Week, Capitol Hill Blue, and 
thousands of other press outlets. 
 
We‟re thankful that the Norwegian Nobel Committee announced that three women, 
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Liberian activist Leymah Gbowee and 
Yemeni opposition leader Tawakkul Karman, were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for their courageous contributions to peace, democracy, and international 
women‟s rights. 
 
We‟re thankful that for the first time in history, the president‟s top legal team is 
entirely composed of women.  We‟re thankful for a successful Capitol Hill Lobby 
Day during AAUW‟s national convention. Over 600 AAUW members lobbied 
members of Congress in one day.  We‟re thankful for Marcia Anderson, who was 
appointed as the Army‟s first African-American female two-star general. 
 
We are thankful for the $23,500 Cy Pres awarded to AAUW to continue our mission 
to advance equity for women and girls, which resulted from a settlement in the 
class action lawsuit against Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation for the 
thousands of saleswomen who claimed gender discrimination based on pay, 
promotion, and pregnancy. 
 
We‟re thankful that the Department of Justice announced the creation of the 
Violence Against Women Federal and Tribal Prosecution Task Force in response to 
the unacceptable rates of violence against women and children in Indian tribal 
communities. 
 
We‟re thankful that Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) was appointed chair of the 
Senate Veterans‟ Affairs Committee and is the first woman to hold the distinguished 
position.  We‟re thankful that the Departments of Justice, Homeland Security, and 
Labor announced a new Human Trafficking Enhanced Enforcement Initiative to 
streamline the investigations and prosecutions of federal human trafficking 
offenses. We‟re thankful for the representatives from AAUW who joined more than 
250 women from around the world for the 55th U.N. Commission on the Status of 
Women.  
 
We‟re thankful that AAUW joined coalition partners on stage during the „Stand Up 
for Women‟s Health Rally‟ on the National Mall.  
 
We‟re thankful for Lauren Hodge, Naomi Shah, and Shree Bose, the U.S. girls who 
won the top awards at Google‟s inaugural science fair in all three age groups. They 
were congratulated by President Obama, who invited them to the Oval Office. 
 
 

Working together 

 
Milwaukee Achiever Literacy Services: 
www.milwaukeeachiever.org  
414-463-7389 
 
Literacy Services of Wisconsin: 
www.literacyservices.org   
414-344-5878 
 
Adult Learning Center: 
http://mlkadultlearningcenter.org/ 
 414-263-5874 
 
Literacy Coalition of Southeastern 
Wisconsin 
www.lcswi.org 
 
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 
http://www.lwvwi.org/ 
 
 

http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/KLKSQVJZSV/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/JJMFQVJZSW/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/JLKUQVJZSX/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/KEAXQVJZSY/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/AFYKQVJZSZ/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/NYQMQVJZTA/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/HVYGQVJZTB/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/LVJZQVJZTC/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/KNRLQVJZTE/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/KNRLQVJZTE/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/EMXGQVJZTF/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/OHKOQVJZTL/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/FBKRQVJZTM/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/ADZOQVJZTN/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/MRFKQVJZTP/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/HXBKQVJZTQ/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/KRQCQVJZTT/7614965746
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HLZCQVJVNM/DCWXQVJZTV/7614965746
http://www.literacyservices.org/
http://mlkadultlearningcenter.org/
http://www.lcswi.org/
http://www.lwvwi.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast Group                                                Thursday, December 8, 9 a.m. 

We will at 9 a.m. on Thursday, December 8, at Cafe 1505 in Mequon. (1505 Mequon 
Road, in the East Towne Center.) Please let me know if you plan to attend, in case the 
restaurant needs to arrange seating.  Mary Jacobson, rmjaco@aol.com, (262)377-1128 
 

Book Group                                2
nd

 Tuesdays 

The Book Club will meet on Tuesday December 13th  (Second Tuesday of month) at 
Glenda Kaufman's at 7:15pm.  The book is UNBROKEN by Laura Hillenbrand which is a 
WW11 non fiction  of survival, resilience & redemption.  Please contact Glenda at  
glennak13@earthlink.net or 414 540-9739 if you plan to attend.   All AAUW members 
are welcome.  We will not have meetings for Jan., Feb., or March due to the 
weather/absence of members.  The following are the books for the rest of the year.  
Please jot these down for further reference: 
  
April:  FRANKLIN & ELEANOR: An Extraordinary Marriage by Hazel Rowley (Sharon 
Munson) 
May:  LITTLE BEE by Chris Cleave (Rona Gahr) 
June  TRUE NORTH: A MEMOIR  by Jill Ker Conway  (Joanne Johnson) 
July:   SANDLEWOOD TREE by Elle Newmark (Audrey Keyes & Pat Ulman) 
Aug:   WAR HORSE by Michael Morpurgo  (Maria Olsen) 
 
 

Lifelong Learning                                          2nd
 & 4

th
 Mondays, 9:30 AM 

 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Programs 
Please mark your calendars.  Meetings for the remainder of this year are on different days and times. 

 

 
             
Saturday, January 21, 2012                     4:00 PM Steckner Cabaret Theater 
The planned outing is cancelled 
 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012          10:00 AM  MATC 
Channel 10/36 and MATC Culinary School 
 
Tuesday, March  20, 2012          6:00 PM    Fox Point Lutheran Church 
 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012          6:00 PM    Fox Point Lutheran Church 
 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012                                  5:30 PM    Women’s Club Dinner 

 

 

Branch News 

 

 

  

AAUW 

 
 

 
Board Meeting 
First Tuesday of the 
month 
All members are 
welcome to attend. 
 
  
Shorewood Public Library 
 3920 N. Murray 
Village Center-Lower Level 
  

 
Branch Meetings 

Third Tuesday  

http://us.mc1613.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rmjaco@aol.com
http://us.mc1613.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=glennak13@earthlink.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.

Membership in AAUW offers exceptional tangible and intangible benefits — a strong 
voice, a vibrant community, relevant information, and valuable resources.   
 

Member update 

 
Be sure to add to your directory: 
Kathy Miller-Dillon 
2018 N 56

th
 St, Milwaukee WI 53208   414-453-5157 

kmdillon@uwm.edu 
 

 
This Cocktails and Convos (Conversations) photo from the Milwaukee AA event in 
November is featured on the AAUW website.  See anyone we know? 

Membership 

 

Voting Power 
 
Seth Chase, Association‟ 
Public Policy and 
Government Relations 
assistant, and grassroots 
coordinator met us in 
Steven‟s Point, October 
22, 2011.  The American 
Association of University 
Women has been the 
nation‟s leading vice 
promoting education and 
equity for women and girls 
since 1881. Women wield 
great power in U.S. 
Politics.  More women 
than men are registered to 
vote, more women than 
men vote, and a higher 
percentage of women than 
men vote.  Voting may be 
habit-forming, for a pattern 
of voting is established 

early, as members of a 

AAUW membership is 
open to anyone holding 

an associate or 
equivalent (RN), 

baccalaureate or higher 

degree from a 
regionally accredited 
college or university 

 

 

  

social network of voters, 
always encouraging co-
workers, family members 
and neighbors to vote. Our 
AAUW branches can 
increase the number of 
regular voters by bringing 
on voters into our network.  
At the day-long workshop, 
in Steven‟s Point, we 
covered the basic 
elements of an effective 
voter turnout campaign, 
instructions on planning a 
campaign, recruiting and 
keeping volunteers, 
conducting a voter 

registration campaign, 
preparing voter guides, 
hosting issue and 
candidate forums and 

gaining exposure for our 
branch.  The methods 
used help us to stay non-

partisan, and work with 
issues, issues only that 
affect women and girls and 
humankind.  Check our 
AAUW_WI web site with 
state public Policy chair, 
Barb Peterson, check out 
our AAUW.org web site and 
watch for the Badger Briefs.  
Let us all get involved with 
Get Out The Vote.  We 
want to reach out to women 
and mobilize them to vote.  
We could host a Cocktails 
and Conversations (and 
invite friends to join us) or 
use another strategy to 
introduce women to the 
power of voter turnout.  Let‟s 
think about what we can do 
as a branch! 
 

Janet Quail and Janet Nortrom 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Contributors:  AAUW website 

mailto:kmdillon@uwm.edu


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the national scene 

 

Since 1881 the American Association of University Women has been the nation‟s leading voice promoting education and equity for 
women and girls through its research, public policy, legal advocacy, international programs, and fellowships, grants and awards.  
AAUW conducts advocacy work at both the national and local level and has approximately 100,000 members, 1,000 branches, and 
500 college and university partners nationwide 

AAUW North Shore 
Meetings Sept – May 

Third Tuesday 

Join us! 
Membership 

Pat Rauch 
414-332-4192 

 
Or visit aauw.org 

 
Co-President 

Jeanette Brasseur 
414-962-1703 

 
Janet Nortrom 

964-3764  
 
 

AAUW is state-wide and 
national 

See us at: 

aauw-wi.org 

aauw.org 

Diversity 
AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, 
age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 
 

Mission  

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

      
 

 

AAUW – THE BEACON 

Ronni Nivala, Editor 
2831 S Lenox St 

Milwaukee, WI 53207 
Send articles to 

rgnivala@yahoo.com 
 

Beacon mailings handled by 
Shirley Spelt. 

 

Value Promise 

By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.  

Vision Statement 
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas 
impacting the lives of women and girls. 
 

 

 

 

 
Find AAUW on FaceBook.   AAUW has a Facebook page as do many 
individual branches.  If you are on Facebook, check it out.  
https://www.facebook.com/#!/AAUW.National 

 
 

AAUW Works for Working Mothers .  AAUW is making in impact by 
attending trade shows and other community events educating others of our 
mission of advancing equity through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and 
research.  AAUW staff members attended the Working Mother Media‟s Work 
Life Congress in New York City from October 18–20. At the event, experts 
from the 100 Best Companies will share best practices for employers. AAUW 
focused on the work we do for American women. 

AAUW Trade Show Schedule 

 November 10–13, 2011 
National Women's Studies Association (NWSA) Conference, Atlanta, Georgia  

 February 16–20, 2012 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Annual Meeting, 
Vancouver, British Columbia  

 April 5, 2012 
Simmons College Leadership Conference  

 June 21–24, 2012 
National PTA Convention, San Jose, California  

 

 

 

About AAUW 

http://www.aauw.org/research/index.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advocacy/
http://www.aauw.org/advocacy/laf/
http://www.aauw.org/About/international_corner/
http://www.aauw.org/education/fga/
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/index.cfm
https://svc.aauw.org/about/branches.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/About/campus_connection/
mailto:rgnivala@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/#!/AAUW.National
http://www.workingmother.com/conference-events/worklife-congress/events
http://www.workingmother.com/conference-events/worklife-congress/events
http://www.workingmother.com/best-companies/2011-working-mother-100-best-companies

