
S pring is here! It's time  

to start planting… 

 

Please join us on Thurs-

day, April 12th to learn how 

you  can grow your own veggies, 

even  if you live in the city or 

don't have a big backyard. Who 

knows? Maybe you'll even be  

inspired to start a community 

garden in your neighborhood! 

 

Mission statement: 

Victory Garden Initiative empowers communi-

ties to grow food, reawakening our intimate   

relationship to human and food ecology, advanc-

ing a resilient food culture: from soil, to seed, to 

plate, to soil. When everyone is a farmer, we will 

have a socially and environmentally just food  

system. 

 

Victory Garden Founded in 2008 

Executive Director Gretchen Mead founded Victory 

Garden Initiative in 2008. Throughout her career as      

a social worker, she witnessed firsthand the negative 

impact that the current industrialized food  system has 

on vulnerable populations. Gretchen observed that the 

poorest were the most susceptible to diet-related    

illnesses, especially where cheap processed foods are 

plentiful but fresh vegetables are all but inaccessible. 

Thursday Night, April 12, 2012 

Dinner and Program 

Social —5:15 p.m. Suite 202 

Dinner—6 p.m. Bach Room 

Program—7 pm 
YOUR COST FOR EVERYTHING IS $20.  

 

RESERVATIONS CLOSE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4  
WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTER 

CALL  276-6820, or 
E-mail: aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 

Reservations only please! 
Please let us know if you have special dietary needs. 

You can always come for just the program.  

Reconnecting with Nature 

Gretchen's outlook was shaped by her 

upbringing in rural Illinois, where her 

family harvested the bounty of nearby 

forests in addition to cultivating their 

own garden. Her approach to urban 

agriculture is informed by the  principles 

of permaculture, a theory of ecological 

design that aims to work with nature instead of against it. 

Gretchen's inspiration is to reintegrate our food ecology 

and our human ecology  together in one system. She 

points out that, "Our current agriculture system happens 

away from where people live; our goal is to reintegrate 

those systems."  

 

UW-M Gold Award Winner 

Gretchen received her BA from Clark College and a  

Master of Social Work from UWM's Helen Bader School 

of Social Welfare. She was recently awarded the 2012 

GOLD (Graduate of the Last Decade) Award from UW-

Milwaukee. 

                 Get involved!  

http://www.victorygardeninitiative.org/ 

Urban Gardening 
Presenter: Gretchen Mead 
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 President’s Message-     

 

H ere we go! April is heading 

our way and it brings noth-

ing but good things to our club.     

 

F irst, we’re prepared to 

blossom at the state con-

vention. The Board of Directors has voted to provide 

the registration fee and meal cost for ANY MEMBER     

interested in attending! The event is in Janesville this year 

and is a one-day program of exchanges, speakers and 

news about our national organization. Many enjoy the 

state convention and quite frankly, the Milwaukee Branch 

always shines, so if you’re interested in being the popular 

girl on the block, contact the office no later than March 22 

to express interest and handle details.  

 

I ’m also taking this space to 

seed some ideas with you. 

The first is available positions on 

the Board of Directors. We 

would love a publicity chair. 

There is a group of people already 

in place with the skills and means 

to help market our group’s offer-

ings, but we need a leader. This   

is an appointed position, so  

please speak to me about your 

interest.  

 

W e also need a treasurer. Michelle Prosek, our 

current treasurer, will shepherd you through the 

process and you’ll be surprised to find that this very nec-

essary role is also very manageable! These positions will 

appear on a ballot for special election at our June annual 

meeting. Please, use them also as recruiting tools for our 

group!  

 

W e can’t skip straight to June, however, without  

reminding you that we’ll see education blooming 

in May when we host our annual scholarship brunch 

on Saturday, May 5. Bring tissue and a sense of hope 

because this event always makes you feel fantastic and so 

proud of the students who have earned high honors and 

recognition from our group. Frankly, there is no better 

way to spend a Saturday.  

Seeding 

ideas …. 

we need 

you! 

O n Saturday, June 2, we need every 

member’s help. We will launch our 

book— Women Making a Difference —at the 

annual meeting. It is beautiful, informative, full of 

sweat equity and tells the most amazing story of 

the women who created a space for us to do this 

work. We will host dignitaries and interested 

guests on this day, so I highly encourage you to 

make that meeting the one you bring the friend   

or neighbor you’ve been telling about AAUW. 

Typically, annual meetings involve members only, 

but this special exception leaves me encouraging 

you to bring guests.  

 

Just a reminder to the Board of Directors:  our 

meeting this month will be electronically, so check 

your inbox. 

 

Our spring is hatching,  and I  cannot wait to 

see you in April when we cultivate 

knowledge on sustainable farming 

practices!  
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Margaret S. Farris 

O ne of our eldest members of 

AAUW Milwaukee Branch, 

Margaret S. Farris passed away on February 

16, 2012, at the age of 93. She is survived 

by her daughter, Margaret Anne Courtright 

who is also a member of AAUW Milwaukee 

Branch. Margaret moved to Wisconsin     

after retirement, following a career as 

Teacher and Principal in the Rochester,  

New York City Schools. She became active 

in Wauwatosa, serving two terms on the 

School Board, and a number of years on the 

Civic Celebration Committee.  A longtime 

member of Milwaukee Branch AAUW,     

Margaret served on the Executive Board 

several times.     

Memorial donations may be made to         

Milwaukee Branch AAUW. 

In Memoriam 
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T he membership committee will be conducting a survey asking for 

suggestions for branch activities and your interest in a service 

opportunity for this spring (or summer.) Please contribute your 

thoughts so our branch can have an even greater impact on our community. 

 

Please remember to vote on April 3rd. As you know AAUW's Value Promise is that by joining AAUW, you belong to      

a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. Voting is one 

step we all can take to advance those causes. One of our members Carolina Stark is running for Milwaukee County    

Circuit Court Judge (http://carolinastarkforjudge.com/why-vote-for-judge-carolina-stark/). 

GIRLS’ CLUB GRANT OFFERED 

T he Girls’ Club Fund Board, which is part of the AAUW Milwaukee Branch, is offering grants to either a sophomore 

(or more) who is struggling to finance her education, or to a woman who has had at least one year interruption of 

her studies and is now returning to complete her degree.  It was decided to offer financial assistance to this demographic 

as there is little help  offered in this area.  And the number of inquires thus far seem to bear this out:  60 contacts have 

asked for information and an application!    

Especially in this economy, women are trying to insure that they can find employment that will enable them to support 

themselves and their families.  That struggle is not unfamiliar.  The Girls’ Club is trying to help, but with limited funds.   

Above, top left:  Fay Topetzes and Genevieve Prince 

Top, right: Ann Hirst and Jean Collins 

Middle left: Jane Edgar and Maureen Pylman 

Middle center: Guest Barbara Costanza and Ellie Moseley 

Middle, right:  Angela Strelka and Rayna Andrews 
Bottom right: Kathleen Ellis Stifter,  guest Mary Jo Mueller, 

and Jessie Moffat 
To immediate right: Hostesses for the social were Tamar 

Smirl, Donna Johnson, and Tina Klose 
 

From Membership Chair 

Tully   

http://carolinastarkforjudge.com/why-vote-for-judge-carolina-stark/
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924 E Juneau Ave 
Suite 202 

Milwaukee, WI 
53202 

 
414-276-6820 

aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 

BRANCHBRANCHBRANCH   

TTT   he Afternoon he Afternoon he Afternoon    

Book GroupBook GroupBook Group   

Tues, April 24—1 pm 

I n the Garden of Beasts: 
Love, Terror, and an 

American Family in Hitler’s 
Berlin by Erik Larson. 
Discussion will be led by 
Mary Fiedler. 
 
“Larson is a marvelous    
writer  ...superb at creating 
characters with a few short 
strokes.” 
—New York Times Book Review   

 

F rom March 6 through March 8, 2012, I had the opportunity to visit the American 

Association of University Women’s (AAUW) headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
while attending the National Urban League’s Legislative Policy Conference.  Some of the 
highlights of the trip were meeting members of congress, speaking with AAUW staff 
from the Public Policy and Government Relations Department and learning what tools 

we can activate in Milwaukee to mobilize the 2012 electoral vote.   
 
After meeting with members from the national office, I felt empowered to return to  

Milwaukee and share the news of support and opportunity.  One of many valuable tools 
shared was the AAUW Action Fund’s Congressional Voting Record. The voting record 
covers the first session of the 112th Congress and can be used to hold respective sena-

tors and representatives accountable for their positions. The record lists bill      co-
sponsorships and roll-call votes officially recorded on the floor of the Senate or House 
of Representatives.  

 
Lobbying for are education, economic security and civil rights.  
As the AAUW Action Fund advances equity for women and girls through member 

activism and voter mobilization, three areas AAUW is specifically lobbying for are 
education, economic security and civil rights. The 
Congressional Voting Record reports our current 

condition:  “The House majority leadership aban-
doned legislation to stimulate the economy 
through targeted jobs initiatives and turned in-

stead to reducing the federal debt by cutting pro-
grams related to health care, Medicaid, higher edu-
cation, and Title X family planning.” What this 

means is, in addition to distracting the efforts of 
putting Americans back to work, the needed sup-
portive services are    also being reduced and 
eliminated.  For example, the rejection of the 

Teachers and First Responders Back to Work Act 
of 2011 (S. 1723), which was originally a part of 
President Barack Obama’s American Jobs Act Pro-

posal, would have provided $30 billion to hire approximately 400,000 teachers and criti-
cally needed first responders.  The partisan environment of government continues to 
put the needs of the people aside.   

 
The good news is AAUW has made progress in advocating for women across America.  
AAUW’s active membership put pressure on elected officials to gain co-sponsors on the 

Campus and Sexual Violence Elimination (SaVE) Act (S.834/ H.R. 2016) and the Paycheck 
Fairness Act (S. 797/ H.R. 1519). In addition, the Obama administration was able to insti-
tute: 

A waiver program to exempt states from the sanctions imposed by the No Child Left Behind 
Act for elementary and secondary education funding;  

Interpreted the Affordable Care act to extend preventive care coverage to contraception, 
mammograms, and other services for women; 

And provided guidance to clarify that institutions receiving federal funds for education must 
protect students from sexual harassment and sexual assault under Title IX.  

A complete report of these new regulations can be found on the AAUW website titled 
– The Obama Administration:  A Progress Report on AAUW Priority Issues.         
 
Continued action is necessary.  AAUW is able to do what it does because of members 

like you and other concerned citizens pressuring our representatives  to support the   
issues that are right for the people, even when it is unpopular.  For questions or addi-
tional information, please e-mail Public Policy Chair, Rayna Andrews, at  

andrews.rayna@yahoo.com. 

~ Calendar Notations ~~ Calendar Notations ~  

  

JuJulie’ Ferris’ Pfister book of 
blogs launch event:   Pfister  
Hotel —Tues Mar 27 —6 p.m. 
Lobby bar.  All are invited to    

encourage Julie. 

 

Please join the Public Policy    

Committee on Wednesday, 

March 28, 2012, at 5:30 p.m.   

at the AAUW Club House in the 

Astor Hotel for a joint-committee 

meeting on our 2012 Issues Forum.  

Public Policy Message from Rayna Andrews, Chair 

A Message from the  AAUW National Office! 

Speaker of the House Nancy 

Pelosi and Rayna Andrews. 

file:///C:/Users/owner/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_publicpolicynewletter.zip/Andrews.rayna@yahoo.com

