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hope that everyone had a pleasant 
holiday.  It was certainly fun to join 
so many of my AAUW sisters for I

From the President —

dinner at Casa Capri and the play It’s a 
Wonderful Life in December.
     The January program, featuring the 
movie Girl Rising was an inspirational 
way to kick off the New Year.  It makes 
us appreciate those countries who value 
women’s education.  For those who 
missed it, I have a copy available for you 
to borrow.  For our educator friends, there 
is a curriculum guide available online.
    I want to thank my husband Marvin 
for helping me with the Courier.  He was 
kind enough to volunteer his layout and 
editing experience, honed after 20 years 
as advisor for the Bradford SPY and 13 
years as the KEA GLUE editor.  
     The Public Policy Brunch will be held 
on February 7 at Baker Street Restaurant 
in Kenosha.  We will also be having a 
Silent Auction at the Brunch, so contact 
me if you are able to donate a basket or 
items for a basket.  Even small items, 
such as a $5 gift card can be combined 
to make up a nice basket, worth $25 or 
so.  
     We continue to work on membership, 
so don’t be shy about inviting a friend or 
two to join us.  The Public Policy Brunch 
will be a chance for members and their 
friends to listen to and ask questions of 
their local leaders and candidates.  We 
always have a nice turn-out and this year 
should be no exception.  
     Also, Spring is just around the corner, 
so start thinking about nominating people 
for the AAUW Equity and Diversity 
Awards.  
     We have so much talent and energy in 
Kenosha that it was hard to choose last 
year!!—Mary Modder, President

quarter of our aauW membership participated in the december 
19 gift and book wrapping at Barnes & Noble. The combination 
of capable wrappers, fine weather, a date closer to Christmas, and 

 

A
generous shoppers enabled us to add $133.40 to our treasury. It might not 
sound like much but we all had a fun afternoon/evening and agreed we should 
do it again next year if possible. 
     The best part was being able to spread the word about AAUW. We were 
able to talk about our organization to a captive audience as we wrapped. 
Shoppers were impressed and agreed with our mission.
     Our wrappers helped out anywhere from 1 1/2 to 3 1/2 hours. They included 
Marcie McDevitt, Earlene Girman, June Pomato, Mary Jonker, Cathy 
Mach, Frances Kavenik, and Lois Fulton. We also had three members - 
Mary Modder, Jane Fahey, and Camille Thibaudeau-Meyers - positioned 
by the front door. They enthusiastically encouraged shoppers to take their 
purchases to the giftwrapping table located back by the Café. We weren’t 
as visible as we would have liked but with the help of our front-women we 
made it work. 
     Thanks to each of you for being a part of this year’s Wrap It Up. 

Wrap It Up Wrap-Up

For more than 130 years, we have worked together as a national grassroots organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families.

—By Lois Fulton

We will be holding our annual Public Policy Brunch on Saturday 
morning, February 7, 2015. This year the brunch will be at Baker 
Street Restaurant, 6208 Green Bay Road, starting at 9:00 a.m. 
The cost is $15.00 and you can reserve your spot and those for 
any guests by contacting:
 Frances M. Kavenik, Public Policy Chair
 Kenosha Branch AAUW
 262-654-7570; Kavenik@uwp.edu
     Area state legislators have been invited to speak and answer 
questions, and most have confirmed. KUSD School Board 
candidates and continuing members have also been invited, and 
many of them are coming.
     We hope that you will be able to join us for this unique 
opportunity to interact with and ask questions of your 
representatives.  With AAUW’s long history of activism on behalf 
of education for women, we know that our members and guests 
will enjoy this opportunity to discuss the crucial decisions that 
will shape our children’s, and Kenosha’s, future.

Public Policy Brunch
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Saturday, Feb. 7
    Public Policy Brunch
     Presenters:  State Legislators and School      
    Board Candidates
    9:00 am- Noon
    Baker Street Restaurant, Kenosha
March  
    Program TBA
Friday, March 20
    Susan B. Anthony Dinner
    6:30 pm Dinner
    Parkway Chateau, 12304 75th St, 
    Kenosha
Thursday, April 16, 2015
    KUSD’s Path to Success
    6:30 Meeting/ 7 pm program
    GTC, Kenosha campus
Friday/ Saturday, April 24th & 25th
    AAUW-WI State Convention
    Entitled to Succeed! (Title IX)
    Osthoff Resort, Elkhart Lake, WI
Thursday, May 7th
    AAUW Awards Night
    6:30 Meeting/ 7 pm program
    Gateway Conference Center, 3520     
    30th Ave, Kenosha

Wisconsin chief Justice shirley abrahamson and WtmJ4-
Milwaukee sportscaster Jessie Garcia are scheduled to speak 
at the AAUW-WI convention in Elkhart Lake at the Osthoff 
Resort on April 24-25. Abrahamson will be the keynote speaker 
on Saturday while Garcia will keynote on Friday evening.
     The theme of the convention is Entitled to Succeed (Title 
IX). While convention plans are still being finalized, the initial 
agenda calls for a reception and District meetings Friday evening 
and a Title IX panel, business meeting and workshops ($tart 
$mart Next Steps, Public Policy, Media/ Internet) on Saturday. 
     There will be more details and registration information in 
the next Badger Briefs, coming out.  But it is not too early to 
make your hotel reservations.  Please let Frances Kavenik know 
if you would like to join us, as we are booking one of the Three 
Bedroom Deluxe Suites!

MAKE YOUR AAUW-WI STATE CONVENTION 
HOTEL RESERVATION! 

The Osthoff is ready to take your room reservations for our 
State Convention (April 24—25, 2015).  Please note these are 
not traditional hotel rooms, but condos with several options: 
  •  Run of House Guest Rooms/One Bedroom Suites @ $119.00 
per night
  •  Two Bedroom Suites @ $149.00 per night
  •  Three Bedroom Deluxe Suites @ $189.00 per night
     You can make reservations in two different ways: Call 800-
876-3399 and press prompt #1, state that you are with AAUW 
and agents will book reservations for our group. To book online, 
please visit the website at www.osthoff.com. (On the left-hand 
side of the screen there is a link that says For Individual Group 
Reservations, click there. Use GWOMEN for Group ID and 
then AAUW for the password).

EntitlEd to SuccEEd!

Please join us for an exclusive one-night 
screening of “Go Public: A Day in the Life of 
an American School District,” a 90-minute 
documentary directed by James O’Keeffe and 
released in 2013.
     As we approach the 2015 Spring Elections, 
which include choosing members for the 
KUSD School Board, make plans to see this 
film to learn more about the challenges and 
accomplishments of our country’s public 
schools. 
     Tickets must be reserved in advance, but 
your credit card will not be charged until we 
have met our threshold number of guests.  To 
learn more about the event and to reserve 
your tickets, go to: https://www.tugg.com/
events/12845
     This is the first of several film screenings 
that will be hosted by the Kenosha County 
Democratic Party in 2015.

FILM SCREENING ‘GO PUBLIC’ 
HOSTED BY THE KENOSHA 
COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

  Tuesday, Feb.10th
6:30pm - 8:30pm
Cinemark Tinseltown
7101 70th Ct, Kenosha 53142

SAVE THE DATE

   
AS OF DECEMBER 1, 2014
Dues Reserve..............$158.38 
Operating Fund...........$1,262.98
Local Scholarships.......$1,430.52
Scholarship CD............$1,060.09

   
THANK YOU!!
 We would like to send a big “Thank 
You” to Mary Norris for her extra 
contribution to the Scholarship Fund.



   

After applying for and winning a $6,000 2015 
Tech Savvy (WI) grant, the AAUW-Appleton 
and Oshkosh Branches will be one of 8 new 
conference sites, of 16 total, and the 1st for 
Wisconsin.  
     Tech Savvy (WI) will offer a one-day STEM 
conference to be held at the UW-Oshkosh, 
Halsey Science Center, on Saturday, April 
18, 2015, and open to girls in grades 6th-9th 
and their parents/guardians. The Tech Savvy 
program was started in 2006 by Tamara 
Brown of the Buffalo (NY) AAUW Branch to 
give girls and their parents an opportunity to 
experience firsthand how science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM) fields can lead 
to exciting careers.  For more information, go 
to http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/stem-
education/tech-savvy/.  
     The Appleton and Oshkosh branches 
are now looking for additional support from 
Wisconsin AAUW branches and members.  
     Here’s how YOU can get involved:
-Please forward names or information of  
presenters of STEM workshops and 21st 
century interpersonal Girl Savvy Skills i.e. 
leadership, social media
-Join us and volunteer to assist the day of the 
event, i.e. room/hall monitoring, etc.
      After winning this $6,000 grant from 
AAUW, our Appleton and Oshkosh branch 
Executive Boards have committed to each 
adding another $500.  Would you also please 
consider making an additional, personal or 
branch monetary donation?  Attendees pay 
just $5.00 to attend Tech Savvy but in order 
to provide the one-of-a-kind experience 
at this low cost, we must rely on support 
from others.  The Tech Savvy Committee is 
presently actively soliciting donations from 
Valley businesses and other organizations. 
Every dollar helps make this conference more 
accessible to local girls.
      To donate: Write a check made payable 
to AAUW, Memo line: Tech Savvy (WI) and 
send to AAUW, Attn: Finance Dept., 1111 
16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036 or Go 
online to https://ww2.aauw.org/program-
gift/?treatment=TECHSAVVY and donate 
through AAUW.
      If you are interested in volunteering or 
have leads that may possibly be helpful, 
please contact me at apposhtechsavvy@
gmail.com.
     Thank you for any support you are able to 
give!

THE WINNER
The SBA Award Committee is pleased to announce that the 
recipient of the 25th SBA Award will be Michelle Serpe, Ph.D. 
You may recall she escorted a Danish student to our October 
meeting and told of her work with foreign exchange students. 
Michelle will receive her award at the March 20 dinner. 
Reservation forms will be available at the Public Policy Brunch 
and will be included in the March Courier.

AAUW’S RAFFLE PRIZE
Again this year AAUW, as a sponsor of the SBA Dinner, is 
responsible for providing one of the raffle prizes. We will 
be putting together a collection of gift certificates to local 
restaurants with a combined value of $300. We already have a 
$15 certificate so we are on our way. Please consider donating 
a certificate from your favorite restaurant or ask a restaurant 
manager to donate a certificate. I have a cover letter that you 
can give to a manager to help explain what the certificate will 
be used for. 

SELLING/BUYING RAFFLE TICKETS
In the past I have mailed raffle tickets to each member and 
asked that they sell the tickets. We have been informed there is 
a postal regulation which prohibits us from sending the tickets 
through the mail. Please let me know if you would like to help 
sell or purchase tickets. I will get them to you – but not through 
the mail.
     It is not possible to put on this annual event without the help of 
the members of AAUW-Kenosha, Kenosha Women’s Network, 
and Women Working Together. Thanks in advance for assisting 
the committee to make the 25th SBA Award Dinner a success.

MARCH MEETING
We had planned to have someone speak at our March meeting 
about the Carthage College Seuss-A-Thon. We have been a 
sponsor for many years. The Seuss-A-Thon has been cancelled 
for this year so we are looking at a different program that will 
be of interest to our membership. We have several exciting 
possibilities. Stay tuned. — Lois Fulton, Co-Program VP
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SuSan B. anthony 
award  —By Lois Fulton

dEar aauw wiSconSin 
Branch MEMBErS,


