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Articles for the next issue are due: 

 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

Co-Presidents – Wendy Facinger   757-0603 

                           Emily Scheuneman              (608)  473-2998 

VP Program -     Deb Cross                            (608)  758-1659 

VP Membership – Janet Dow 608-201-0965 

                            Karen Winn 754-4011 

Secretary –        Jane McBride 563-4710 

Finance VP –     Lynn McVicar 754-5092 
 

AAUW’s Mission:  Advancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research. 

  

Tuesday February 25 

6:45 p.m.   Social 

7:00  Business Meeting 

7:15 Book Sale Bash 
 

We are trying something new this year.  It only makes sense that the people who spend hours 

organizing our sale, should be able to share the best buys with their family and friends.  Perhaps 

one of those friends could be a potential member. 

If you haven’t had a chance to help with sorting, there is always last minute sorting and 

organizing that you can help with during your search for those special books. 

                                                                            We hope you will all be able to join us as we  

                                                                            kick off our scholarship fundraiser for 2014, 

                                                                            and celebrate all our hard work.    
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Greetings! 

   What a perfect Brunch and Program with photographer Carolyn Tretina on Saturday, January 18. Kudos 

to Deb Cross, a human dynamo, for orchestrating this event. Members of the JAL were so impressed that 

they suggested that we do more joint programs. Meredith Pffifer made a delectable meal, especially the 

frittata. 

   Carolyn, besides being an outstanding portrait photographer, has an inspirational story to tell.  Listening 

to her speak, you would never guess that her only degree is from high school. Carolyn learned her skills in 

photography by studying with master photographer Darton Drake, much like the artists in the age of 

Rembrandt. She began doing simple tasks for Drake and worked herself up to the final steps in making a 

finished portrait.  After 12 years, in the severe economic slump of 2008, Carolyn lost her position with 

Drake as he closed his studio and retired. Now she has managed to get back into photography and has her 

own studio. Tretina is a rare and unusual woman, who possesses many attributes that we value in AAUW. 

   What we learned from this Brunch. (1) It’s nice to have a Branch Meeting during the day in January. (2) 

The joining up with other organizations such as JAL and Janesville Camera Club has many benefits. (3) 

The Art Gallery is a very nice place for a presentation. (4) The publicity for our programs, especially with 

the Gazette, needs improvement. Let us know if you have any other thoughts. 

  Now we’re gearing up for the Book Sale. If you can help sort or sell books, please contact Kathy 

Thostenson kthostens@yahoo.com. Times for working at the sale and sorting are elsewhere in this issue of 

Impact. Our next Branch meeting will be a lot of fun at the Olde Towne Mall. The community room makes 

for a nice meeting room. Bring a guest or other family member. See you there. 

                                           Wendy and Emily 

Information to contact Carolyn Alane Tretina – Portrait Photographer 

“A Picture is What You Look Like – a Portrait is Who You Are” 

CarolynTretina. Com   Carolyn@carolyntretina.com    608-434-5069   

 
 

President’s Message 

Scholarship News 
 

It's scholarship time of year again!  Project Renew forms are at the 

Milton and Hedberg Libraries as well as Blackhawk and UW Rock 

County.  If you know of any women 25 or older that might qualify, 

please urge them to apply. They must be enrolled in a degree 

program.  We do not limit the applicants to U Rock or Blackhawk 

so if they are enrolled in other institutions that is fine. 

High school applicants from Craig, Milton and Parker High 

Schools should see their guidance departments for their 

applications. 
 

Please support our book sale.  This is how we fund these 

scholarships.  Last year we were able to fund four high school and 

three Project Renew scholarships at $500.00 each. 
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Sorting Times 

Sunday, Feb 16 (Move in/Set up) 1:00--? 

Monday, Feb 17  10:00-2:00 

Tuesday, Feb 18  10:00-2:00 

                          Book Club 6:00-8:00 

Wednesday, Feb 19 10:00-2:00 

Thursday, Feb 20 10:00-2:00 

Friday, Feb 21 10:00-2:00 

Monday, Feb 24 10:00-2:00 

Tuesday, Feb 25 10:00-2:00  

       (Come for the members book presale 

         6:45-8:00) 

Wednesday, Feb 26 10:00-2:00 

Thursday, Feb 27 10:00-1:00 

  

 

 

AAUW BOOK SALE 

SHIFT SIGN-UP SHEET 

Sale dates and shift times. 

We need about 6 for each shift. 

 

Thusday Feb. 27
(Pre-sale)   

1
st
 shift   1:00-3:30 

 

 (Pre-sale) 

2
nd

 shift 3:30-6:00 

 

 

Friday, Feb 28 
1

st
 shift 10:00-1:30 

 

2
nd

 shift 1:30-4:00 

 

3
rd

 shift 4:00-6:00 

 
 

Saturday, March 1 
1

st
 shift 9:00-12:30 

 

2
nd

 shift 12:30-4:00 

 
 

Sunday, March 2 
1

st
 shift 11:00-1:00 

 

2
nd

 shift (cleanup)  1:00-??? 

 

 

Book Sale News 

The book sale is right around the corner.  Please look at the sorting and selling schedules below.  We hope 

that you will be able to help out several times during this process.  As our branch has gotten smaller, it is 

important that we all help out as much as we can.  It is a great way to get to know members as we have fun 

finding all sorts of interesting books.  Our sale is also important because we are visible to the public, and 

hopefully we can interest other women to become involved. 

Kathy Thostensen is coordinating volunteers.  You can reach her by phone (754-7311) or email 

kthostens@yahoo.com) to sign up.  If you don’t get signed up, never fear.  Anyone can show up to sort at 

any time.  We also want to invite anyone who works during the day to come and join us as the book 

discussion group sorts on Tuesday Feb. 18
th

 from 6:00 to 8. 

 

If you are on Facebook, please post a 

copy of the poster for the book sale 

that you received recently in your 

email.  It is an easy way to spread the 

word to all of your friends. 

mailto:kthostens@yahoo.com


 

  

Source:    AAUW Washington Update                           January 24, 2014 
  

Top Stories 
 

Supreme Court Temporarily Exempts Order of Nuns from Contraceptive Requirement 
In a ruling issued late Friday, the Supreme Court extended an injunction in place since December 31 preventing 

religious non-profit organizations from having to fill out paperwork in order to be exempted from the 

Affordable Care Act’s contraception coverage requirement. The case in question,  brought by a group of 

Catholic nuns in Colorado, challenges the constitutionality of a federal requirement that religious non-profits 

with religious objections to the contraception mandate fill out a form acknowledging such objections.  

Task Force Confronts Culture of Rape on College Campuses 
On Tuesday, President Obama announced the creation of the White House Task Force to Protect Students from 

Sexual Assault. This taskforce will come up with best practices to guide schools in preventing and responding 

to sexual violence. Also this week, the Council on Women and Girls released a report that revealed nearly one 

in 5 women has been sexually assaulted during college. “It’s great news to see plans to increase transparency 

around enforcement activities identified as a priority. The current information, if available, is scattered online 

and can be difficult to find — we hope that will change,” said Anne Hedgepeth, AAUW government relations 

manager. 

D.C. Council Committee Holds Hearing on Title IX Legislation 
On Wednesday the D.C. Council Committee on Education held a hearing on the Title IX Athletic Equity Act. 

This bill, which mirrors AAUW priority legislation at the federal level, requires D.C.’s public and charter K-12 

schools to report the gender breakdown for student athletic participation and expenditures for sports programs 

on a public website. It also requires new regulations establishing grievance procedures and district- and school-

based Title IX athletic coordinators and instructs the mayor to develop a strategic plan for D.C. schools to 

comply with Title IX. Thanks to our D.C. activists who contacted their city council members in advance of the 

hearing! 

 Bits and Pieces 

- The National Education Association (NEA) announced Thursday that it will give $60 million in grants to its 

state and local affiliates nationwide over the next decade to fund the implementation of the Common Core State 

Standards Initiative (“Common Core”). AAUW supports Common Core, which is a state-led, voluntary effort 

that establishes a single set of educational standards for K-12 in English and mathematics. 

- On Wednesday, Lt. Col. Brian Lofton of the US Special Operations Command Africa was convicted of 

sexually assaulting a woman. However, the jury allowed him to remain in the service. Once last year’s changes 

enacted by Congress go into effect, sexual assault convictions will mandate automatic dismissal from the 

service. 

- The Department of Justice issued recommendations to Missoula, Montana, regarding the town’s handling of 

sexual assault cases. These recommendations included collecting data on sexual assault cases, training 

prosecutors in the county, and providing other services for victims. However, the Missoula County Attorney 

rejected the recommendations, claiming that the federal department has no authority over the county’s actions. 

- Wednesday was the 41st anniversary of the Supreme Court's decision in Roe v. Wade, which legalized 

abortion. However, as loyal readers of Washington Update know, the right to access abortion has been under 

increased attack in several states – check out AAUW's graphic for more. 

- On Thursday, the Army announced it will open up 33,000 combat positions to women, bringing the total of 

newly opened Army combat positions since last year to 55,000. Thursday's announcement coincides with the 

one-year anniversary of the Pentagon’s announcement that it would lift its ban on women in combat. 
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Membership News 

We introduced you to several new members in our last issue.  This time, you get to see 

who they are.  We would also like to introduce you to some other new members, more to 

come in future issues.   
 

Introducing Carole Kies 

     I grew up on a wonderful farm near Clinton, WI; I am among the few to have had that 

privilege.  My years of studying French at the UW-Madison campus were wonderful.  I 

lived at the French House one summer and enjoyed lunches there as well, so I was 

immersed from the very beginning.  I finished my degree at the UW-Minnesota and did 

post graduate work for a masters at the UW-Whitewater and then earned 30 credits 

beyond that.  I love teaching French, traveling in France, speaking French, listening to 

French music and enjoying French movies.  Now I receive a French television station 

called TV5-Monde.  It is like having public television in French.....NO ADS.  Besides 

the media opportunities weekly I meet with a group for breakfast to keep up on my 

speaking ability. 

      Last Spring I traveled to Paris and Strasbourg with three friends which was a 

wonderful experience.  We rented apartments in each city and it was great.  I hope to 

return to Strasbourg once again.  Throughout the winter months, not salting and 

shoveling, I read ravenously.  In the summer months I create and maintain perennial 

flower gardens at my home.  Do stop by to relax in the garden with me.  You may have 

to yell for me over the garden gate if I do not answer the door. 

   

 

 

Wendy Tupper 

Regina Arbisi-Ebert 
and Deb Fanning 
getting to know 
each other. 

Vicki Damron 

Christine Flottum 

From new member Regina Arbisi-Ebert 
 

    I grew up in Rockford, Il.  I went to college in Madison and stayed in WI. I have a BA in Social Science and 

English from Edgewood College and an MS in Adult Education from UW-Madison. Although early on I taught 

in Milwaukee, the vast majority of my teaching/work experience was at Blackhawk Technical College. I retired 

from BTC after almost 42 yrs. in December of 2011. I have 2 daughters and 7 grandchildren. I'm married to 

Bill, another recent BTC retiree. I love, love the free time retirement has allowed me! I get to indulge in 

traveling, reading, walking, visiting the grandkids, lunching with friends, and trying new experiences.  

 
 Book Discussion 
 

The book discussion group met at Janet Dow’s 

in January to discuss The Aviator’s Wife, a 

fictionalized account of Anne Morrow’s 

marriage to Charles Lindbergh. 
 

On February 18 we will meet at the Olde Towne 

Mall to sort books for the upcoming Book Sale. 

Everyone is welcome, this is an opportunity to 

sort if you haven’t been able to make our 

daytime hours.  We will sort from 6:00 to 8:00.  

Please note earlier time.    

 

Our future selections are: 
 

March 18: Following Atticus by Tom Ryan 
 

April 15: The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier  
 

May 20: The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe 
 

June 17: In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson 
 

July 15: The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Philipp   

Sendker.  
 

August 19: Once Upon a Chariot by Iris Paris. 
 

Times and places will be announced in the next Impact. 

 

 



 

  

Susan B. Anthony Dinner Scheduled  

 
The 2014 Susan B Anthony Birthday celebration will be Sunday February 16, 12:00 noon at the Pontiac 

Convention Center. This year's event will look at Women's Voting Rights - Past and Future.  

Susan B. Anthony was a dynamic and eloquent leader of the women’s rights movement. Though she did not 

live to see the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, it was largely through her unflagging efforts 

that women gained the right to vote. Rose Stephenson, portraying Anthony in authentic period costume, 

brings to life this great leader through her speeches, journal entries, and letters. Andrea Kaminski, Executive 

Director of the Wisconsin League of Women Voters will talk about redistricting and why it is such an 

important voting rights issue for today. Tickets are $32 ($20 for students with valid student ID) and will 

include a brunch catered by Best Events. Order your tickets by sending a check to Deb Fisher, 4304 N. 

River Road Janesville 53545  

                                                       Call 608-743-0937 with questions. Please RSVP by February 5. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

110 Harding Street 

P.O. Box 427 

Janesville, WI 53547-0427 

(608) 754-7701 

(608) 7548555 FAX 
 

READY MIXED CONCRETE 

 

 



 

  

Beloit Lifecourse Initiative for Healthy Families 

Lisa Jackson 

Community Engagement Coordinator 
 

Free and Public is Welcome  
 

Date:         Thursday, February 6, 2014 

Time:         6:30-8:00 p.m.     

Location:   University of Wisconsin,  

  Rock County Hyatt Smith Meeting Room       

  2909 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville 
  

Questions:  Contact Jeanne Carfora:  jcarfora@sbcglobal.net or 608.756.1815 

 

 

Infant mortality is one of the most critical health problems facing Wisconsin.  In 2010, an African American child born 

in WI was three times more likely to die before his or her first birthday than a white child.  What creates this extreme 

discrepancy? Why should this statistic open our eyes?   Beloit is working to reduce infant death inequalities with a 

coordinated plan, "Beloit Lifecourse Initiative for Healthy Families” (BLIHF). Lisa Jackson, Community Engagement 

Coordinator, will explain the statistics and the key areas of accessing health care, strengthening African American 

families, and addressing social and economic inequities. 

The Diversity Action Team (DAT) of Rock County is sponsoring the presentation, which is free and open to the 

public. Registration is not needed.  

BLIHF is funded by Wisconsin Partnership Program, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health.  

Beloit College is its fiscal sponsor. 

DAT goals are to eliminate racism and to create an inclusive community of respect for all. 

 

 CALENDAR  
February 
 6 DAT Program 
 16-26 Book Sorting 
 18 Book Discussion 
 25 Branch Meeting 
 

February 27 – March 2 Book Sale 
 

March 
 18 Book Discussion 

 25 Branch Meeting  



 

 

American Association of 

University Women 

Janesville, WI Branch Bulletin 

P.O. Box 8033 

Janesville, WI 53547-8033 
 

 

February 27- March 1 

Olde Towne Mall 

 
20 S. Main St. 
Janesville, WI 
(best parking behind mall) 
(Sale in lower level) 
Thursday, Feb. 27  1pm - 6 
    Preview Night    $5 entry fee 
Friday   10 – 6    
Saturday   9 - 4 
Sunday, March 2nd  11am -1pm 
    Fill a Grocery Bag for $10      
 
Book Donations accepted  

        Call   608-201-0965 

                 608 – 751-6148 

for information or 

to arrange for p
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