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NEWSLETTER 

Established in 1894, the Milwaukee Branch of the AAUW has lived up to the 

AAUW mission of breaking through barriers for women through advocacy, 

education, philanthropy, and research.   

Branch Meeting 

 

Notations 

Annual Meeting and 

Heritage Book Launch 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 2 

10:30 am 
Astor Hotel  

Renaissance Room 

 
Reservations close  

TUESDAY, MAY 29 

Day after Memorial Day 

 

CALL  276-6820,  

or E-mail: 

aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 

 

 

P riscilla Pardini, author of the 
book commissioned by the   

Milwaukee Branch says    
  
 “The Milwaukee Branch of the  
American Association of University   
Women was founded in 1894, partly in 
response to a growing, national women’s 
club movement. Like other women’s 
groups of the time and those that would 
be established over the next fifty years, it 
would be instrumental in drawing women 
out of their homes in pursuit of ways to 
improve not only their own lives but also 
their community.   

 

 

 

 

 “Yet the story of the group’s 118 
years in  Milwaukee attests to its unique 
position among its peers.  Its eight found-
ers all held college degrees, a prerequisite 
for membership and a rarity at the time.  
As for the organization those women  

established, it was dedicated to a mission 
unlike that of any other of the city’s wom-
en’s clubs. Its primary goal: to encourage 
young women to go to college.  
 

“Women Making a Difference: Amer-
ican Association of University Wom-
en in  Milwaukee, 1894—2012      
documents the pursuit of that lofty and 
important goal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It’s a tale of fellowship, self-study,      
community service, political action, a  
Girls’ Club and Girls’ Club Foundation, 
and an ambitious scholarship program.   
It is also a testament to four generations 
of women who have, indeed, changed 
lives.” 

 

 Saturday, June 2—Heritage Book Launch/Annual Meeting 

   Last event of the program year! 

Calendar  

Women Making a Difference —
American Association of University 

Women in Milwaukee will make its   

long-awaited debut at the meeting on 

Saturday, June 2.   

The celebration will include various   
special guests as well as—most          
importantly — many of the branch  
members.  
This is one you DO NOT want to miss! 

JUNE 

Look Back to YesterdayLook Back to Yesterday  
Take Action for TomorrowTake Action for Tomorrow  



group. There is no better way to ex-

plain to a friend what AAUW is than 

to bring them to our book launch.  

 

BOOK IS FREE!  Need donations! 
Some details have shifted regarding 

the book and how we'll distribute and 

sell it. All members have access to a 

free copy of the book. The book cost 

was covered by the Gifts and Memori-

als Fund, which honors many leaders 

in our group, past and present. To 

continue to honor the intent of the 

fund, we would like to ask for dona-

tions to it during the book launch.  

 

If you'd like to buy extra copies of the 

book, this can be arranged. Also, rest 

assured that we will be distributing the 

book to libraries and collections 

throughout the area to ensure that 

many can read our amazing century-

old story.  

A AUW Milwaukee is ready for 

its big day! Our book launch is 

Saturday, June 2 and we'll be serv-

ing a BRUNCH to celebrate with 

our community the culmination of 

the book project. More than 118 

years of history is set to be show-

cased, and we have invited histori-

ans, artists, library and bookseller 

staff and more to share in this 

amazing success.  

 

INVITE POTENTIAL MEMBERS! 
I strongly urge you to invite your 

friends and family to our event as 

well—this is a huge accomplishment 

many years in the making and it 

honors so many women within our 

F or the second year in a row the Milwaukee Branch took home the   
GUMPTION AWARD “in recognition of special effort in recruiting new        

members.” The branch also took second place in the GROWTH AWARD in 

“recognition of exceptional growth.” 

Shown holding the unique  “award,” which symbolizes the effort of “rowing 
upstream” when recruiting new members, are President Julie Ferris, Presi-
dent-Elect Kathleen Ellis Stifter, VP-House/Hospitality Virginia Strukel, 
and branch member /office administrator Kathe Bogdan.  
(Members attending the convention wore the new gray & teal branch 

t-shirt, available from the office.) 

Taking the photo, therefore not pictured, is Catherine Tully, 
VP for Membership.  In the past 12 months there have been 18 
new members who have joined the branch. And as of May 5, 
there are six new members, recipients of the Girls’ Club Fund Board grants 

and a year’s free membership to AAUW. 

things to come >>> 

President’s Message 

 

ANNUAL MEETING  
The book launch is also our annual 

meeting, so we will also be recog-

nizing outgoing and incoming offic-

ers and summarizing our year's 

activities.  

 

This meeting is the result of so 

much  effort by so many members 

of our group.  I implore all mem-

bers to attend to help celebrate 

and show our invited guests and 

members from other branches just 

how strong our group and its 

membership are. 

W e had a wonderful year in 

which we experienced 

growth and increased interest in 

our branch, and this is because of 

each of you. 

 

   Soon you will        
receive notification    
of membership renewal through 

the mail. Our dues remain the 

same for Branch, State or Nation-

al level; total for annual member-

ship is still $88, a portion of which 

is tax deductible.  

 

We are also requesting infor-

mation to improve branch pro-

gramming and planning activities 

for 2012-13.  

 

Keep up the                  
good work! 

Important Membership News 
We did it... again!   



Scholars are recognized at May BrunchScholars are recognized at May BrunchScholars are recognized at May Brunch   

Recipients of the College Women’s Club Foundation scholarships are: (Left to right)     

Austiana Jackson, Lucy Vang, Danielle Keller, Molly Horwitz, Danielle Sherrer, Violeta 

Curiel, Cynthia Eason, Marlene Zahran, and Pamanisha Gross.  All are graduating  

from MPS High Schools this spring. 

 

 

Julie Ferris, President 

Spotlight on Members 

J ulie Ferris, Milwaukee Branch president, 

was installed as state Vice President for  

Development Funds at the 2012 Wisconsin 

Convention held recently in Janesville.    

 

Julie is presently Account Supervisor, PR at 

Cramer-Krasselt, is a member of the Social 

Development Foundation Board and of the Carroll University Adjunct 

Faculty.   

 

Julie holds a doctorate in communications from the University of Iowa.     

The Girls’ Club Fund Board 

awarded six grants for the 

2012 year. Pictured at left 

are three of the recipients:   

(Left to right)     Samantha 

Gumieny, Princess High, and 

Princess Barksdale.   

Hospitality  
Corner 

T hird Vice 

President 

Virginia Strukel is 

asking for teams 

of members to host next year’s socials, 

held before each luncheon meeting.  

Check your calendars for your availa-

bility on September 8, and the first 

Saturday of each month following. 

Contact the office if you can help with 

this one-time task. This is the perfect 

opportunity for those who want to be 

involved, but are unable to serve on a 

working committee. 

M argaret Farris, recently     

deceased member, is      

remembered through contributions to 

the Gifts and Memorials Fund 

 Gordon & Anneliese Bergman 

 Benita and John Clark* 

 Margaret Courtright* 

 Duncan and Binky Farris 

 Donna Jordahl* 

 Carole Montgomery* 

 Nancy Nohl* 

 Genevieve Prince* 

 John and Judith Randall 

 Judy Risser* 

 Ann Stevens 

 Alpha Wetenkamp* 

* Branch Members 

Gifts &  Memorials 



Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Y ou did it. Because of you and 

other powerful voices for 

women and girls, VIOLENCE 

AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) 

reauthorization passed the Unit-

ed States Senate with a strong 

bipartisan majority. That bill sup-

ports quality VAWA programs and 

further strengthen 

the laws protecting  

all Americans from 

violence at home, in 

school, and on the 

job. 

 

 Now, the US 

House of Repre-

sentatives stands 

at a crossroads. Will they pass a 

meaningful VAWA reauthorization 

bill, or will they take up a version 

that would undermine successful 

programs and fail to support vic-

tims? Will they follow the Senate's 

lead and work together to do 

what's right? Or will they choose 

partisanship over the health and 

safety of women and girls? 

 

Help the House make the decision 

that's right for women and girls.  

Tell your representative to co-

sponsor and support 

H.R. 4271, the Vio-

lence Against Women 

Reauthorization Act, 

and to reject H.R. 

4970, a version that 

would weaken the  

protections  of the  

VAWA.  To take    

action, go to http://

www.aauw.org/    and click on 

ACTION NETWORK headline.    

This legislation was introduced by   

Gwen Moore, our own Wisconsin 

representative. 
 

Don't Let Them Weaken VAWA! 

Heritage Book Committee>>> 

L eading the effort to publish the history book, Women Making 

a Difference  are members of the Heritage Book Project (Left to 

right) Kathe Bogdan, Nancy Nohl, Jerrianne Hayslett, Mary Fiedler, 

and Benita Clark.  The book will be available at the June Book 

Launch for a suggested donation of $10.  After the June launch 

event, the book will sell for $20. 

Policy Public 

Marcia 

Zientek is    

responsible for 

a great many of 

the photos     

included in the 

newsletter each month and featured 

on the “brag” board that was        

displayed at the convention.   

Thank you, Marcia! 

 
Summer Kickoff Weekend 

Discovery World 

Dates: May 26 2012 - May 27 2012  
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Admission: Deck tours are $2 per  

person or $5 for families;  
members are free. 
Location:  

Discovery World 
500 N. Harbor Dr  
Region:  

Downtown 
 
www.discoveryworld.org 
 
Summer in Wisconsin officially begins with 
the return of the S/V Denis Sullivan to 

Discovery World. Watch as the S/V Denis 
Sullivan makes her entrance into the    
harbor on Saturday, May 26 at noon.  

She'll  be joined by the Milwaukee Fire  
Department's fireboat, the Coast Guard 
and  other official vessels.  

Milwaukee Area Highlights Out & About... Bulletin from the 

AAUW  

ACTION NETWORK 

Watch for your 

membership  

renewal packet 

in the mail. 

http://capwiz.com/aauw/issues/alert/?alertid=61251221
http://capwiz.com/aauw/issues/alert/?alertid=61251221
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.visitmilwaukee.org/member.php?mid=7875&evt=27736#EVENTS
http://www.visitmilwaukee.org/member.php?mid=7875&evt=27736#EVENTS
http://www.visitmilwaukee.org/member.php?mid=7875
http://www.discoveryworld.org/

