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E arlier this year, to cele-
brate her 35th birthday, 

Sara made   a wish: 
 
 My Birthday Wish is in honor 
of Wisconsin women who  de-
serve access to comprehensive 
health care services and infor-
mation. 
 
“For my birthday on January 
27th,” says Sara, “I'm asking 
my friends and family for a  
special gift: help me raise $350 
for Wisconsin Alliance for 
Women's Health.  

Sara says she chose Wisconsin 
Alliance  for Women's Health 
because advocating for good 
policies that help us raise the 
status of Wisconsin women's 
health is more important than 
ever.  

(Her wish was granted.) 
Please join us on Saturday, 
March 3rd for an important 
discussion on The Affordable 

Care Act, also 
known as the 
health reform law 
and in some cir-
cles, ObamaCare.  

“The Affordable Care Act,” Sara 
states, “makes important ad-
vances for women’s health and 
will provide Wisconsin women 
and their families with access to 
high-quality and affordable 
health care. 

New Heath Care  
Law Affects YOU 
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SATURDAY, March 3, 2012 
Luncheon and Program 
Social —11:30 am Suite 202 

Luncheon —12:15 pm Bach Room 

Your cost for the Luncheon is $20.  
 

Reservations close Monday, February 27 
CALL  276-6820, or 

E-mail: aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 
Reservations only please! 

Please let us know if you have special dietary needs. 
You can always come for just the program.  

Guests are always welcome!  

“Did you know that Wisconsin 
women are already benefiting 
from this new law? Insurance 
companies are not allowed to 
drop women’s coverage if they 
become sick, or impose a life-
time limit.  And, there are also 
many new preventive services 
now available with no out-of-
pocket costs.”   
 
Learn more as Sara Finger,   
Executive Director & Founder 
of Wisconsin Alliance for Wom-
en's Health, explains provisions 
of the new health care law and 
answers your questions. http://
www.supportwomenshealth.org/ 
 

Sara Finger,  Executive Director & Founder 

of Wisconsin Alliance for Women's Health  

http://www.supportwomenshealth.org/
http://www.supportwomenshealth.org/


 

President’s Message

I  always get excited 
for March because it 

comes with St. Patrick’s 
Day. I come from a fami-
ly of Irish immigrants, so 
though I’m Irish every 
day, March really brings 
out the green in me.  

 
It is “Scholarship Season” 
March brings us closer to AAUW’s green season 
too—scholarships. One of the best opportunities our 
group offers is the ability to give back to our commu-

nity. For years in the spring.  
the College Women’s Club 
Foundation has been able     
to distribute thousands of 
dollars in scholarships to    
students in the Milwaukee   
area. 
  
Our Girls’ Club Fund Board, a 
long-standing fund which tra-
ditionally gives grant dollars 
to women who perhaps have 
had a substantial break in the 
course of their college educa-

tion and choose to return to their studies, is making 
incredible headway. The group hopes to be back on 
track with its grant distribution and potentially may 
honor a grant winner at our May banquet along with 
the Foundation scholarship winners.  

Giving back  

to our 

community 

through 

scholarships 

and grants 

Another “Green” Reflection 
Speaking of other “green” ideas…let’s talk sal-
ad…or even better, lunch. I so enjoy this group 
and our meetings. I bubble over with the con-
tagious energy of a room full of women learn-
ing and making change together. Then, after 
our social and executive board meetings, I’m 
often saddened by how few women attend 
the program session. Our programs are in-
credibly informative and provide a wide array 
of arts, literature and even astronomy les-
sons! I must again encourage our members to 
see and be seen! I’d like to meet you, break 
bread with you and enjoy your company at 
our luncheons, please, join us!  
 
Health Care Information  
This month’s program, the “green” is the sav-
ings and spending you may have regarding 
your health care. We’re learning from Citizen 
Action Wisconsin in March and this invaluable 
information on changes in state and national 
policies regarding how we simply live our lives 
is essential.  
 
I’ll see you at lunch, or at any of our upcoming 
committee meetings, social gatherings or pub-

lic events! AAUW is growing; bring us 

your “green” thumb and encouragement!  
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Thursday eve, April 12 
Saturday, May 5 
Saturday, June 2 

PUBLIC POLICY 
Issues Forum Planning  
Meeting—Wed, March 14, at  
5:30 p.m. —Astor Suite #202 

 

GIRLS’ CLUB FUND BOARD 
Wed, Feb 15—9am  
Sat, Mar3 —9am Astor Suite #20                   

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Sat, Mar 3—10 am Astor Suite 202 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
Tues, Mar 27—1pm Astor Suite 202 

Details on page 4 

February-March Calendar 



 

  

Register to Vote with  

Tully at March Meeting 

I n conjunction with the national AAUW voting cam-

paign, before and after our March luncheon we 

will be registering to vote anyone 18 or older who lives 

in the City of Milwaukee and will have lived at their 

current address 28days before the next election.  

 If you have changed your name or moved since 

you last voted, or have not voted in the last four years, 

please bring your driver’s license or Wisconsin ID, and 

your Social Security number.  

 If you have never voted in Wisconsin you must 

also have a proof of residency document such as a 

bank statement, recent utility bill, paycheck or lease 

with your current address. If you have questions about 

registration, please email me at ctully@habush.com or 

call 414-964-2924.  
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Pictured above, top right:  February presenters Gwen Rice and Jacque Troy 
Bottom, left:  Linda Jenzake and Jane Edgar 
Bottom, right:  John and Benita Clark host the social before the luncheon. 

Tully   

mailto:ctully@habush.com
tel:414-964-2924
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924 East Juneau Avenue 
Suite 202 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 

414-276-6820 
aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 
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TTT   he Afternoon he Afternoon he Afternoon 
Book GroupBook GroupBook Group   

Tues, Mar 27, 2012 

T he Bucolic Plague: How 
Two Manhattanites Be-

came Gentlemen Farmers: An 
Unconventional Memoir 
By Josh Kilmer-Purcell 
Discussion Leader:  Ann Bales 

What happens when two New 
Yorkers (one an ex–drag queen) 
do the unthinkable: start over, 
raise a herd of 
kids, and get a 
little dirty? 
In this national 
bestseller, 
a happy series of 
accidents and a 
doughnut-laden 
escape upstate 
take Josh Kilmer-Purcell and his 
partner, Brent Ridge, to the 
doorstep of the magnificent 
(and fabulously for sale)     

women voters in the 2012 Presi-
dential Election.  
 
Please be a part 
of our planning 
efforts by 
attending our 
planning 
meeting on 
Wednesday, March 14, at 5:30 
p.m. in our AAUW suite. 
For more information regarding 

the planning meeting or our Issues 

Forum, please email Rayna        

Andrews at  

andrews.rayna@yahoo.com. 

T he Public Policy Committee 
is hosting an Issues Forum 

in late spring.  The purpose of 
the Forum will be to educate 
voters—especially women vot-
ers— on the candidates and the 
issues that will most impact 

Welcome to a 
New Member 

S usan Abler joined the branch  
the day of our January meeting, 

having made contact through the 
website because of an interest in 
AAUW.  Issues that have significance 
for Sue are affordable education and 
supporting women  in non-traditional 
careers.   
 

Earning her Mas-
ters in Industrial 
Relations from 
The University of 
New Haven Con-
necticut, she has 
been the senior 
HR consultant 
with MRA—The 
Management 

Association— for the past 15 years.   
 
Sue volunteers for the Brookfield        
Library, the YMCA and the Girl 
Scouts.  She enjoys working in the 
yard, sailing, walking and reading.  

Welcome, Sue! 

Rayna Andrews 

Beekman Mansion. And so   
begins their transformation 
from uptight urbanites into 
the two-hundred-year-old-
mansion-owning Beekman 
Boys.  
 The Bucolic Plague is a tart 
and sweet, touching and laugh
-out-loud funny story about 
goats, mud, homemade soap, 
approaching middle age, and 
finding new depths of love and 
commitment wherever you 
live. 

 

WISCONSIN STATE 

AAUW Convention 
will be held on April 28 at the 
Janesville Conference Center/
Holiday Inn Express. This year 
the schedule is a one-day 
format to keep costs to a 
minimum, and attract more 
attendees.  The Milwaukee 
Branch Executive Board      
has set aside funding to pay      
the $40 registration fee     
and possibly the luncheon,       
depending on how many of 
our members would like to 
attend.   
 
If you are interested in 
attending this one-day event, 
please contact the office as 
soon as possible.   
 414-276-6820 
 aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 

Branch to Host ISSUES FORUM in Late Spring 



Update on Branch’s History Book 

From Benita Clark, Heritage Committee 

WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
The Story of AAUW in Milwaukee  

After almost three years, the publication of the history of our  branch’s dedicated women 

who made a difference in the history of Milwaukee is approaching. The chronicle of these 

women enliven every page of the story of our AAUW Milwaukee Branch.  

 

The branch will formally launch the book at our Annual Meeting on June 2, 2012.    

Here are a few sample pages from the book to 

whet your  appetite. Many old photos, some 

gleaned from the Milwaukee Journal, illustrate 

the relevant text of the author Priscilla Pardini’s 

smooth narrative.  

W O M E N  
W O M E N    

        Making a Difference

Making a Difference  



In February, book designer Kate Hawley is overseeing the manuscript’s 

final proofreading, editing and indexing. Kate is contacting several 

printers to get the final estimates of printing and production costs.      

 

The committee, together with author and designer, will make the final 

decisions regarding the printing based on cost estimates of the book.  

The book is scheduled for final proofing in early May. It is estimated that it 

will be a 160-page volume.  The number of books to be printed will be decided 

when the printing cost estimates are determined.  

 

One of our members, Tina Klose, designed the beautiful cover design.      

John Gurda, famous Milwaukee historian, wrote the Foreword.   

 

W O M E N  
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        Making a Difference

Making a Difference  



 

 

 

 
We don’t feed your kind here!”  

is what the concierge of a downtown Milwaukee hotel spa said  after I asked for a muffin or a piece of fruit  

the morning of Christmas Eve. The concierge was referring to our invisible homeless population when she  

referred to “your kind.” 

  From December 23 to December 26, 2011, I spent 72 hours 

on the streets of Milwaukee as an experiment to fathom how our local 

homeless population is treated by a myriad of community groups. I left 

the experiment overwhelmed, disheartened and disappointed. I was over-

whelmed at the number of homeless people in Milwaukee that, until this 

experience, I consciously ignored to avoid a play at my morality. I was  

disheartened by the experiment due to the continuous feelings of rejec-

tion and not belonging. I   understood how people could learn to hate,  

distrust and simply become desensitized to the normal sensitivities of  

humanity. I was most disappointed by our current system that’s designed 

to help those in need. As a single woman, with no vices or addictions and 

no children, I found myself homeless for the holidays. For a population of 

nearly 600,000 residents, there were only two shelters that would assist 

my demographic. 

 My experiment was a byproduct of my graduate thesis on youth homelessness in Milwaukee. The 

basic thought of a homeless youth is absurd. The rate of youth homelessness in Milwaukee is dismal and is 

increasing.  On average, per night, more than 400 youth do not have a place to call home.  Pathfinders, a Mil-

waukee homeless youth service organization, notes “each night over 400 youth are homeless in Milwaukee. Some find 

shelter with friends and extended family. Half don’t find the shelter they seek and only 16 emergency beds exist in our community.” 

 These youth are very vulnerable. Fundamentally meeting their basic needs is at risk. One-third will 

trade sex for food or shelter within three days of living on the streets. According to the Polaris Project, a      

national organization to end sex trafficking, 75% of homeless youth will end-up being trafficked. The long 

term consequences in terms of educational achievement, substance abuse, violence, and mental health are 

staggering. With a spiraling economy local agency client intake is up more than 20%. 

 While I was homeless for 72 hours, what weighed heaviest was the idea of youth attempting to play  

an adult game of survival. I had an expiration date of when my homeless circumstance would end; however, 

our youth have difficulty seeing past tomorrow. In alignment with the American Association of University 

Women’s (AAUW) mission to support and empower women and girls, let’s make a vast local impact by   

making an in-kind or monetary contribution to our youth in need. For more information on how you can     

affect change locally, please visit www.pathfindersmke.org and check out Rayna’s Top 10 List. If you choose 

to make a monetary gift on-line on March 8, the Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s Match Day will match your 

gift.  

By Rayna Andrews 

  Being a young sin-

gle woman on the 

streets of   Milwaukee 

is the hardest thing 

I’ve ever done            

in my life.  

http://www.pathfindersmke.org


 

 

AAUW Member Celebrated in our Community  
 

Join AAUW President Julie Ferris at the Pfister Hotel on Tuesday, March 27 to 
celebrate the launch of her book, a collection of columns as the first Pfister Narrator, 
the hotel’s first writer-in-residence.  
 
The book launch is coupled with the send off party for the third Artist-in-Residence, 
Shelby Keefe.  
 
The event begins in the hotel’s Lobby Lounge at 6 p.m. with speeches and awards, then 
a cocktail party moves into the Rouge Room until 11 p.m. that night. Please stop by 
and give AAUW a strong showing at this well-attended community event! It’s just 
one more way to showcase how are members are valuable parts of the community!  

 

 

 

 

 

State Convention News ~ April 27-28, 2012 
Janesville Conference Center/Holiday Inn Express  

O ur state convention is upon us and our branch will supply  up to $1,000 in funding to pay primarily 

for members’ registration costs and lunch. The conference is in Janesville this year and although 

there is a branch exchange and speaker on Friday night, the meat of the event is one day long and we     

would LOVE a strong showing by our members. State conference work can be very invigorating—our   

group always makes a strong showing—and educational. Please plan to join us and let’s start talking 

about carpools!  

Saturday’s schedule begins at 7:30 am with registration, breakfast, a welcome from state president  

Anne Lee, and the opening of the convention.  At 9am keynote Speaker, Sarah Harder, former AAUW 

President, will present Caught in the Crossfire? 2012, AAUW, and YOU.   

Breakout discussions/workshops   and the business meeting round out the morning with  lunch           

and networking at 12 pm.  The afternoon includes District Meetings and an AAUW National              

Speaker.    

With every attendee having a vote, our Milwaukee branch with a large attendance would  be                

in a position to greatly affect the future of the AAUW Wisconsin.  Contact the office as soon                    

as possible if interested.     
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