
Branch Meeting 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, Sept 8, 2012 
11:30 am Social Suite 202 

12:15 p.m. Lunch  

1 p.m. Program  
 

Reservations close  

TUESDAY, SEPT 4 
Day after Labor Day 

CALL  276-6820 
or E-mail: 

aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 
 

Please advise of Dietary needs.  
Guests always welcome 

You can always come for just the Program. 

L iteracy Services of Wisconsin   
educates, motivates, and inspires 

engaged adults to achieve greater 
independence and transform their 
lives. 
 

"An under-educated adult population, 
combined with discouraging rates of 
poverty and unemployment, has gener-
ated significant social and economic 
challenges in Milwaukee. This is why 
Literacy Services of Wisconsin (LSW) is 
increasingly important to the community 
where we live and work. 
 “For more than four decades, LSW 
has been here when motivated adult 
learners want to improve their educa-
tion, particularly those who dropped out 
of school years ago. We're also here for 
people who come to our country and 
want to learn our language, or for those 
who want to attain a high school equiva-
lency degree—GED. 
 “We recognize the power of educa-
tion at any age, and we're honored to 
receive the gifts, resources, and confi-
dence of the Milwaukee community to 

fulfill our mission. We 
hope you'll join us on our 
journey…"   
        India McCanse 

 
 

I ndia McCanse has spent 27 
years in nonprofit leadership. 

She holds Bachelor's and Master's 
degrees in Education and is finishing  
a second Master's in Divinity. She has 
served several organizations includ-
ing Planned Parenthood, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, the Counseling 
Center of Milwaukee (Pathfinders), 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Marquette 
University Law School, and now  
Literacy Services 
of Wisconsin. 
 
India has worked 
with low-income 
and disadvantaged 
people her whole 
career and has    
a passion for 
providing access 
to services and 
facilitating solutions for those most 
in need. Among her awards, she has 
received the US Post Office's 
"Women Who Put Their Stamp on 
Milwaukee" and has been named one 
of the Business Journal's "Women of 
Influence."  
  
She balances life with the help of   
her two beautiful and unruly Golden 
Retrievers. 
 

 

Notations 

Calendar  

 AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB   
  Tuesday, Aug 28— 1p.m.    
   Boswell Book Company  
   2559 N Downer Avenue  
 

B oswell owner Daniel Goldin will       
review a number of books for the       

club to consider for future dialogue.   
Family and friends are encouraged to  
participate in this enjoyable and infor-
mative event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 Tuesday, September 25, 1:00 p.m., 

in the Astor suite 202. Book club 
members will choose the books to   
discuss in future months. See posting on 
page 4 regarding October’s book. 

 

September 

2012 

NEWSLETTER  

924 E Juneau Ave  #202 ~Milwaukee WI 53202  
414.276.6820         aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: 

Saturday, September 8 at 9 am            

in Astor Suite 202 

Recognizing the Power of Education Recognizing the Power of Education  

at Any Ageat Any Age  India McCanse, Executive Director of 

Literacy Services of Wisconsin, SPEAKER 

India McCanse 

At the Grand Ave Mall Downtown 

September 12-16 



participate in a group that is active, but 
when our luncheon attendance wanes, 
it seems as though our interest is wan-
ing as well. New members are our 
lifeblood, please come out to meet 
them!  
 
ALL SATURDAY MEETINGS  

T o help facilitate meeting attend-
ance, our board decided last year 

that we’d try a season of all first-
Saturday meetings. So, this year, our 
schedule includes a standard first-
Saturday of every month meeting. This 
makes it easy for you to tell friends 
and colleagues, “You should come 
with me to AAUW sometime! It’s 
always the first Saturday of every 
month at the Astor Hotel.”  
 
OUR NEED TO INCREASE FUNDS  

T his year we’ll continue to grow 
and my plans for the group in-

clude facilitating a plan that allows for 
women in our group to apply for 
grants or funding for life projects re-

W ELCOME BACK! As we come 
into the first meeting of our 

2012-2013 season, I can’t help but 
ask “what did you do on your sum-
mer vacation?” Please share your 
accomplishments and stories with 
us so we can highlight the work of 
our members in the newsletter.  
 
INCREASE MEETING ATTENDANCE 

I t’s back-to-school for us at the 
Milwaukee AAUW and our 

season begins with a conversation 
on literacy. I encourage you all to 
please attend our first Saturday 
meeting of the year. Attendance at 
programs is so important to the 
group: new members need to meet 
you, see your faces and engage-
ment, and our programming chair 
works hard to bring you great in-
formation. People want to join and 

Things I want you to know >>> 

President’s  
lated to 
AAUW—
like trips 
and travel 
to the 
national 
conven-
tion or as 
a representative of the group in 
major conferences or meetings. 
The state board is also looking for 
ways to promote AAUW Wiscon-
sin, so I’ve suggested a state-wide 
philanthropic event where all 
branches participate in the same 
activity in their community on the 
same day.   

A nd, finally, I am working to 
develop a way for our group 

to engage in fund development. 
We’re so fiscally savvy about our 
assets, but we’re big dreamers 
about new projects. The way to 
maintain both ideals is to fundraise.  
 
I truly cannot wait to see you all again 
in September!  

mmmeeessssssaaagggeee... ... ...    

B enita Clark, past president, had the honor of cutting the ribbon held by 

president Julie Ferris and member Caitlin Dierks, over the display of 

books about to be unveiled. Since June 2, 2012, “Women Making a Difference —

AAUW in Milwaukee  1894—2012, the treasured history of the Milwaukee 

Branch of American Association of University Women, is available to members 

and to the general public.  

 Reaction to the book, including from national AAUW and the local Histori-

cal Society, has been excitement, high praise, and delight. The beautifully bound 

book chronicles the lives and times of women who were responsible for the 

ongoing work of the AAUW in Milwaukee from before the turn of two centu-

ries. Book author, Priscilla Pardini, and designer, Kate Hawley, were on hand 

for the event. 

Branch History Book is Launched June 2  

Branch  

Program 
Dates    

Note —All First Saturdays 

2012  Oct 6—   Nov 3—                
   Dec 1 

2013  Jan 5—  Feb 2—          
   Mar 2—  Apr 6—   
   May 4 —       

 June 1—Annual Meeting 



 

 

 

 

Last spring the Milwaukee Branch welcomed four new members       

to  the organization: Kristina Kaljo in April, Katherine Grogan    

in Mid-May, Sarah Arnold in late May, and Carla Marone at the     

annual meeting/book launch June 2.   

 

K ristina Kaljo, a graduate research assistant at UW Milwaukee pursuing  

a Ph.D. in reading, writing and working with students, was encouraged 

to join by member Tamar Smirl. Previously, she earned two masters degrees 

in education, one from Carroll University and the other from UWM. Kristi-

na is interested in becoming an effective member of the branch, and will be 

acting as branch representative for College and University Relations, work-

ing with Tamar under the Outreach Committee.  

 

S arah Arnold has never been to a meeting; 

however, as a member of the applicant group 

for the Girls’ Club Fund Board grant, she was  

invited to join as a student affiliate, her year’s 

membership to be underwritten by the Fund, and 

she responded very graciously. Sarah is studying 

dietetics at Mount Mary College, expecting to 

graduate in spring of 2015.  

 

K athy Grogan, also an educator, attended our 

May Scholars Celebration as a guest of friend, 

Ann Hirst, longtime member of the branch, and 

sent in her application several weeks later. Kathy 

received her masters from Cardinal Stritch Uni-

versity in education/reading, and is retired from 

Milwaukee Public Schools.  Drawn to the national 

AAUW mission of educating women, Kathy say 

she looks forward to the educational and intellec-

tual stimulation through the branch, specifically 

through the book club. 

 

C arla Marone, having heard about AAUW  through a friend, was in-

trigued by the June 2 Book Launch event. She was welcomed as a 

guest that day, and joined immediately.  Having earned her masters in  Span-

ish at Marquette University,   Carla is the IT Training Manager for SAKS, Inc.  

Gardening, nature, animal rights, and politics are among Carla’s interests, 

and she is attracted to the public policies of AAUW at the local, state and 

Hospitality Corner 

irginia Strukel, VP for 

House 

and Hospi-

tality, en-

courages 

members to 

serve as 

hostess for 

one of the 

socials held before each lunch-

eon and program.  You can 

team up with another member 

(or two) for this one-time ser-

vice to branch members. Con-

tact the office to volunteer for the 

month that is best for you.  There 

is not a social in December, May 

or June.  

Welcome 
New Members 

B ranch members Jean Collins 
and Virginia Strukel spent a 

day cleaning and organizing cabi-
nets and kitchen drawers, polish-
ing silver, and cleaning out cup-
boards  in preparation for the up-
coming  season of socials, 
meetings, book club, and general 
use of the branch’s headquarters, 
Suite 202.  And they had a good 
time doing it!  Thank you!! 

Branch News 



Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

O nce again, the House of Representa-
tives is voting on the repeal of the 

Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act, the health care reform 
law enacted in 2010.  
 

“Repealing this law would 
harm women and their   
families and once again   

allow insurance companies 
to treat being a woman as a pre-
existing condition. 
 

“Many parts of the health care reform bill 
constituted a step forward for women's 
health in a number of ways. Repeal would 

again allow insurance companies to deny 
women coverage if they've had a Cesare-
an section, breast or cervical cancer, or 

received medical treatment for domestic 

or sexual violence. Repeal would eliminate 
the extension of dependent coverage      

to children up to age 26 and 

allow insurers to deny children 
coverage for pre-existing condi-
tions and to require women to 

get a referral to see their ob/gyn. 
Repealing this law would mean 
returning to the old, broken sys-

tem in which women paid a 
steep price in their health care just for 
being women.” 
  

Subscribe to Washington Update,  
using the following address:   
www.aauw.org/learn/publications/

washUpdate/.  This publication is a 
members-only weekly e-mail bulletin 
with an insider’s view on public policy  

and politics news, resources for advo-

Where does AAUW stand on the Where does AAUW stand on the Where does AAUW stand on the    
issue of the new healthcare law?issue of the new healthcare law?issue of the new healthcare law?   

Afternoon Book 
Tuesday, October 23, 2012   
Caleb's Crossing, by Geraldine Brooks.  

Donna Jordahl discussion leader. 

 

Caleb’s Crossing is set in 1660, where 

Bethia is part of a community that has 

broken away from John Winthrop’s 

colony in Massachusetts Bay and set-

tled on Martha’s Vineyard. The novel 

“could not be more enlightening and 

involving. Beautifully written from begin-

ning to end, it reconfirms Geraldine 

Brooks’s reputation as one of our most 

supple and insightful novelists.”   
                         Review by Jane Smiley 

Members & guests stand in line >>> 

P riscilla Pardini, author of Women Making a Difference, signs Jer-

rianne Hayslett and Ellie Moseley’s copy at the branch book 

launch event held in early June.  The books are available to members 

for a donation of $10 each.  Call the office if you would like to order a 

copy or two.  Mailing costs are extra.  The book will also be for sale 

on Amazon.com.   

Public 
Policy Milwaukee Area Highlights 

Out & About... Bulletin from the 

AAUW  
ACTION NETWORK 

The following message came via “AAUW’s Action Network” 

Preserve Women's Health Care  

cates and programming ideas.  To stay up

-to-date on all issues important to our 
mission, all AAUW members, including 
college and university partners, are en-

couraged to subscribe to Washington 
Update by filling out our online subscrip-
tion request form. 

 
If you have questions, please e-mail  
VoterEd@aauw.org. 
AAUW does not share e-mail addresses with third 

parties. 

Final Event ~ Thurs, Sept 6 

Cathedral Square Park 

5 - 9 pm 

Happy Hour at 5pm 

Music starts at 6pm 

Random Walk 

Weather permitting 
For more details: 
www.easttown.com/events/jazz-in-the-park  

“ 

http://www.aauw.org/publications/washupdate/index.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/learn/publications/washUpdate/
http://www.aauw.org/learn/publications/washUpdate/
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?key=p_2h11FLmbCU-HRq5TYXZSw
mailto:VoterEd@aauw.org
http://www.easttown.com/events/jazz-in-the-park

