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Badger Briefs 

AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES TOGETHER 
at AAUW – WI State Convention APRIL 21-22  

Come and join us at the Bridgewood Resort 

Hotel and Conference Center in Neenah to 
network, to gather new ideas, and to give our 
branches direction to amplify our voices 

together. The convention will kick off on 
Friday afternoon with the Counterparts 
sessions at 3:00 p.m.  State officers in 
positions of President, Membership/Finance, 

Program, Public Policy, Fund Development, 
and Communications will hold discussions 
with branch officers in similar positions. If you 

would like more information about an officer 
position, please join us as anyone is welcome 
whether they hold the branch office or aspire 

to this leadership role. 

 
Friday evening, we will be enlightened by the 
Voices of Hope, a presentation by Hispanic 

immigrants telling their real-life stories and 
reasons behind the often-traumatic journeys 
that have brought them to the Fox Valley. 

The Immigration Task Force has sponsored 
this production to tell these stories and 

create community conversation. 
 

 Our Keynote 
speaker on 
Saturday 

afternoon, Mary 
Burke is a 
businesswoman, 

philanthropist and 
social 
entrepreneur. She 
is CEO and 

Founder of Building Brave, an organization 
whose mission is for women to discover their 
most confident selves. Mary is on the Board 

of Burke Foundation, Madison Board of 
Education, and co-founded the AVID/TOPS 
college preparation program which supports 

over 1,000 students as they aspire to earn a 

college degree. In 2014, she was the first 
woman in Wisconsin history to win the 
nomination for Governor for a major party. 

Mary will be enlightening us on “Building 
Brave”, her online, supportive community. 

 
Eileen S. Hartmann, AAUW National Board 
Representative, will update us on the 

National activities and initiatives especially in 
the public policy arena. A native of County 

Wicklow, Ireland, she has 

been a long-term advocate 
of education and women’s 
rights. Volunteering her 

skills and interests as a 
leader in the AAUW New 
York and California state 

boards, Eileen gained 
experience in program 
planning, project 

implementation, philanthropy, membership 
building, and in supporting the value of 
education in improving the lives of women, 

girls, and families. She was elected by 
members to the national board of directors 
of AAUW in 2013 and re-elected to that 

board in 2015, now serving as board 
secretary.  

 
Panels on STEM initiatives at university level 

as well as at our individual branches and 
collaborating with other local women’s 
groups are breakout sessions to round off 

our Saturday afternoon.  



“We hope that 

this convention 

will be one that 

will help you 

amplify your 

voice on 

women’s 

 issues. “ 
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Letter from the President 
- Stephanie Malaney 

 

The 2017 AAUW WI convention is almost here. It 

has been a great opportunity for the newly 
confirmed District 5 to work together for this 
event. Nancy Schulz has been a driving force to get 

the district branches to participate. Donna 
Weidman, program VP and Connie Polley, 
convention chair have been leading the work. Best 
Western Bridgewood Hotel Resort was chosen 

because it is easily accessible from Interstate 41 
and we have the convention area facility area to 

ourselves.  
 

The theme of Amplifying Our Voices Together was 
agreed upon in September when the planning 
team heard members sharing how women political 

leaders were repeating each others’ ideas to 
ensure their voices had as much weight as a single 
male voice. As the election year continued, the 

theme has taken on additional meaning and 
importance. We hope that this convention will be 
one that will help you amplify your voice on 

women’s issues.  

 



 

“I’m happy 

to report 

that AAUW 

Wisconsin 

has had an 

outstanding 

membership 

year during 

2016-2017” 
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Membership News 
 

 
Judy Goodnight—State Membership VP 
 

 

I’m happy to report that AAUW Wisconsin has had an 

outstanding membership year during 2016-2017. I’m saving the 

“number news” to report at the State Convention at the 

Bridgewood Resort in Neenah on April 22nd so I hope you’ll be 

attending. I’ll also be presenting recognition for branches who 

have made the extra effort to recruit and retain their branch 

members. 

 

And now, I’d like to remind you about the Friday, April 21st 

Counterparts Session that will be held in the afternoon. If you 

are or will be a Membership VP of your branch, if you are a 

member of your branch membership committee, or if you just 

want to help your branch grow its membership, join me at the 

Counterparts session. Let’s talk about what’s working and what 

needs improving. Sharing ideas helps to spur new ideas for us all. 

 

As ever, if I can help your branch put a membership growth plan 

in place, if you would like me to visit and talk with your board 

about membership issues, or answer membership questions, 

please email me at judy@gwd.org or call me at 920-729-9553. 

Leave a voice mail if needed. 
 

 

Thanks for all you do to grow your branch and AAUW-WI! 

mailto:judy@gwd.org
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Whereas: water is life sustaining and all humans must have access to clean, 

affordable, abundant water. 

 

Whereas: the brain which is approximately 85% water is the most 

important body organ to keep fueled.   

 

Whereas:  brain function depends on having abundant access to clean 

water.  Our brains depend on proper hydration to function properly. 

 

Whereas:  water gives the brain electrical energy for all brain functions, 

including thought and memory processes. 

 

Therefore: Water is life sustaining and for women and girls to become  

and survive, we must all have access to clean abundant water. 

Water Resolution 

 

2017-18 Nominations to AAUW WI Board 

 Lyn Hildenbrand  President-Elect, who is currently 

serving as Fund Development  

 

 Joan Schneider Leadership VP 

 

 Judy Goodnight Membership VP for second term 
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Each of these young women will receive a $500 scholarship to attend the Na-

tional Conference for College Women Student Leadership. We had $1000 in 

the budget to send two young women but this year due to some savings in 

our budget we chose to use the unspent money to send an additional young 

woman. 

 

The recipients this year are: 

Michelle Stage is a junior at University of Wisconsin-River Falls. She is major-

ing in psychology. One of her accomplishments was earning her Girl Scout 

Silver award by writing a book to inspire leadership roles in young girls and 

teach them how to build self-confidence through helping in their communi-

ties. She is looking forward to the conference to meet other women who 

strive to embody greatness and explore avenues to help her grow as a leader. 

 

Amanda Coughlin is attending Western Technical College in the Computer 

Support Specialist program. She has always been interested in learning about 

the field and greatly enjoys assisting others with technology. She wanted to 

ensure a better future for herself and her daughter while working in an envi-

ronment that feels she can thrive in. Amanda recognizes the importance of 

empowering and educating women in her community and country. She is ea-

ger to connect with other strong women, learn to be a leader, and give back 

to her community. 

Clare Nelson is a sophomore at St. Olaf College. She is majoring in history 

and would like to have a leadership role on a museum staff. She believes at-

tending the conference will help her develop people and leadership skills.  

NCCWSL Scholarship Recipients of AAUW WI 
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97th Annual AAUW of  Wisconsin 

Convention April 21-22, 2017 
 

Premier Best Western Bridgewood  
Hotel & Conference Center 

1000 Cameron Way, Neenah, WI 54956 
 

 

Special convention rates for Friday night: 

  $119--double queen and 

 $129--business suite - king (double occupancy -$10 less for single occupancy). 

This rate does not include breakfast at the hotel. 

 

To make reservations call 920-720-8000. 

 

Identify yourself as a member of 

 American Association of University Women group. 

All reservations must be accompanied  

by first night’s deposit or major credit card. 

 
The block of rooms is being held until March 30, 2017.  

 

Reservations at the hotel after that are subject to availability. 
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Voices of Hope 
a Reader’s Theatre  

Presentation  
of  

ESTHER 
 

Immigration concerns are international 
and part of a current debate on U.S. 

policy, but the impact is local in the Fox 
Valley. These are the stories of our 
neighbors, not just national new or 
statistics. ESTHER, in working for 

immigration reform, is mindful that we 
are dealing with real lives. The 

Immigration Task Force has sponsored 
this production to tell these stories and 

create community conversation.  

Voices  
Of 

Hope 

Voices of Hope offers 

the community an 
opportunity to hear the real 
life stories of our neighbors: 

Hispanic immigrants who 
have settled in Wisconsin’s 

Fox Valley. Explores a  
sampling of the stories and 
reasons behind the often 

traumatic journeys that have 
brought people here. 

 
Script by 

Peter A. Geniesse, author of the 
2010 book Illegal: NAFTA  
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AAUW-WI STATE CONVENTION 
April 21-22, 2017 

Bridgewood Resort Hotel & Conference Center – Neenah, WI 

 

 

AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES TOGETHER 
 

Friday, April 21 
 

9:30 am – 3 p.m.    AAUW-WI Board Meeting at the Bridgewood Resort Hotel & 
Conference Center 

 
3:00 – 5 p.m.    Hospitality Suite Opens 
 

 
Pre-Convention Workshop 
 

3:00 – 4:30 p.m. COUNTERPART SESSIONS 
   Branch Officers meet with State Officer Counterparts 
 
4:30 – 5:00 pm BREAK 
 
 

April 21 – Friday evening 
 

2:00 p.m.  REGISTRATION Opens 
   Displays of Branch/AAUW materials and Legacy Circle Infor-
mation 
 
 
5:00 p.m.  RECEPTION & Cash Bar 
 
 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. DINNER 
 
 
7:00 – 7:30 p.m. WELCOME TO CONVENTION 
 
 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
    

   VOICES OF HOPE 
   Hear the real-life stories of Hispanic immigrants who have  
   settled in Wisconsin’s Fox Valley. 
    
 
8:15 – 9:15 p.m. DISTRICT MEETINGS 
 
9:15 – 10:30 p.m. HOSPITALITY SUITE 
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April 22 – Saturday 

 
7:30 a.m.  REGISTRATION opens 
 
 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m. BREAKFAST at Main Ballroom  
 
 
8:30 – 10:30 a.m. OPENING OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 
   Welcome to the Fox Valley 
 
   Greetings from AAUW National Representative,  

Eileen Hartmann 
    

STATE BUSINESS MEETING – President Stephanie Malaney 
 
 
10:30 – 11:00 am BREAK 
 
 

11:00 – 12:15 p.m. KEYNOTE: Eileen Hartmann, AAUW Public Policy Representa-
tive 

 
 
12:15 – 1:15 p.m. LUNCHEON 
 
 

1:15 – 2:15 p.m. KEYNOTE:  Mary Burke, Building Brave 
 
 
2:30 – 3:30 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 

STEM INITIATIVES – New & Emerging Partnerships 
 

 COLLABORATION – OTHER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS  
   (Who are our current partners and how so we affiliate with new 
ones) 
 
   PUBLIC POLICY – Eileen Hartmann 
 
 
3:45 – 4:00 p.m. DESSERT & COFFEE 
   Reports from District Coordinators and updates from branches 
   Wrap up of Annual Meeting 
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Hello AAUW Sisters! 
By Lyn Hildenbrand, Fund Development VP 

 

 

 
Twenty-seven years ago, AAUW presented the first Eleanor Roosevelt Fund Award at the 1989 AAUW Nation-
al Convention in Washington, D.C. This eventful convention gave members the opportunity to learn more about 
the new Eleanor Roosevelt Fund, which launched in 1988 and supports research. The award is named for the 
fund, but the connection between the two sometimes gets lost. To remind us all of the importance of both the 
fund and the award, the March–April 1989 edition of AAUW Outlook included a fascinating article describing the 
mission of the fund: 

•         Remove barriers to women’s and girls’ participation in education 

•         Promote the value of diversity and cross-cultural communication 

•         Develop greater understanding of the ways women learn, think, work, and play 
 
The fund’s activities have changed over the past 27 years, but the ideals remain the same. AAUW rec-
ognized in 1989 that it must continue its “ongoing support of greater participation by women and girls in 
actively shaping their future.” This support included not only creating the Eleanor Roosevelt Fund Award 
to honor women and organizations that fulfill the fund’s mission in their communities, but also support-
ing Teacher Enrichment Sabbaticals, which provided elementary and secondary school teachers “time 
and resources to increase their effectiveness with girls in math and science courses and with at-risk 
girls.”  
 

The first Eleanor Roosevelt Fund Award honored Ruth Leger Sivard, economist and author of World Military and 
Social Expenditures and Women … a World Survey, which was first distributed in 1985 at the Decade for Wom-
en Conference Forum in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The leaders who created the fund and award were inspired by the words of Eleanor Roosevelt: 

It is today that we must create the world of the future. Never have we needed as acutely as now — in a world of 
ferment, shifting and changing its course, often without direction — the full use of all the brain power we have. 
We need every single mind. We cannot afford to have any potential talent or ability dulled to apathy. 
 
Now, more than a half-century later, her words continue to resonate. 

At the Spring 2017 Convention in Neenah we will be fundraising for the Eleanor Roosevelt Fund - we 
were successful in closing the Katherine Teska Fund at our last convention, and now we would like to 
support this fund. 
 

Peace & Grace,  

  

Lyn 
  
  

"Work is easier if your heart is involved." 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/eleanor-roosevelt-fund-award/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/research/
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97TH ANNUAL AAUW WISCONSIN STATE CONVENTION 

REGISTRATION 

AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES TOGETHER 

Bridgewood Resort Hotel and Conference Center     Neenah Wisconsin 

Friday and Saturday, April 21-22, 2017 

Registration Deadline: Monday, April 3, 2017 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Adress________________________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________________________State_________Zip_______ 

 

Telehone________________________Email___________________________________ 

 

Branch___________________________Branch Board Position_____________________ 

 

Other Registration Status__________________________________________________ 

(e.g. Past State President, State board Member, Association, Student Affiliate) 

 

Registration Fees: 

 

Registration (postmarked by April 3, 2017)                  $70.00  $_________   

 

Late Registration (post marked after April 3, 2017         $80.00  $_________ 

 

Student                                                                           $25.00  $_________ 

 

Friday Keynote Dinner                                                     $25.00  $_________ 

 

Choose one:  ____ Door County Chicken ____ Sliced Beef Sirloin 

 

     ____ Vegetable Stir Fry 

 

Saturday Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon break, 

all day coffee and herbal tea                              $35.00   $_________ 

                                                    

       TOTAL ENCLOSED      $_________ 

 

Special dietary needs ______________________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to: AAUW-WI State Convention 2017 

                           Send to:   AAUW Green Bay Area Branch, c/o Barbara Wilson 

                                             1445 Westmeath Ave.   Green Bay, WI  54313 

Request e-mail confirmation:    No __________ Yes _________ 

Questions and special needs contact Connie Polley.  Email: conniepolley@yahoo.com or 920-205-3808    

NO REFUNDS/ Every attempt will be made to transfer your fees, if possible.     

  

Hotel reservation information on another page. 

mailto:conniepolley@yahoo.com
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(AAUW) advances 
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Connie Polley, Local 
Comnvention Chair 
conniepolley@yahoo.com 
920.205.3808 
 
District 1-Maggie Winz 
mrwinzster@gmail.com 
262-965-3263 
 
District 2-Mitzi Dearborn 
Dearborn@wi.rr.com 
414.690.9770 
    
District 3-Roberta Rohdin Killian 
Rohr49@yahoo.com 
262.245.9268 
     
District 4—Kathleen Peterson 
petesplace1208@yahoo.com 
609-343-8632 
 
District 5-Nancy Schulz 
nancyl.schulz@gmail.com 
715.848.4821 
 
Joyce Hoffmann—Resolutions 
Joyce.hoffman@att.net 
262-633-0013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES TOGETHER 

AAUW-WI STATE 
CONVENTION 
 
APRIL 21-22, 2017 
THE BRIDGEWOOD RESORT HOTEL & 
CONFERENCE CENTER IN NEENAH 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
APRIL 3 
 Pre-convention Counterpart Sessions 
 Visit by National Officer, Eileen Hartmann, Public Policy 
 Panel on STEM Initiatives 
 Keynoters - Mary Burke and Voices of Hope 


