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To Diane Adams 

 

  

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

Co-Presidents – Diane Adams   (815)624-7773 

                           Emily Scheuneman              (262)-473-2998 

VP Program -     Mary Buelow                         754-0588 

VP Membership – Dawn Olson 754-0116 

Secretary –        Jane McBride 563-4710 

Finance VP –     Kathy Thostenson 754-7311 

 

AAUW’s Mission:  Advancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research. 

  

Meet and Greet Our 2016 Scholarship Winners Plus 

 

Where Imagination and Determination Meet: 

Author Q & A with Jamie A. Swenson 

 

6:00 p.m.-Social 6:30 p.m.-Potluck 

7:00-Business Meeting 7:15-Program 
Please help us honor our scholarship recipients at our potluck dinner meeting.  We have 
two Project Renew recipients and six high school honorees.  This includes the special 
scholarship in Carol Dieterichs’ name to a Milton High senior. Join us for a great dinner 
buffet that you contribute to and meet these fantastic scholarship winners. 

 
After the scholarship awards we will be hearing a fascinating talk with local children’s 
author Jamie A. Swenson.  You may recognize Jamie from the Hedberg Public Library’s 
Children’s Department where she works as a Library Associate sharing early literacy 
skills and her love of books and reading with children and their families.  You may have 
also seen her picture books for sale in local and national bookstores and 
online:  BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! (FSG/Macmillan); BIG RIG(Disney-Hyperion); and 
IF YOU WERE A DOG (FSG/Macmillan).  Jamie will share her experiences as a writer 

getting published in the highly competitive world of children’s picture books.   

  

Jamie A. Swenson received her MFA in Writing for Children and Young Adults from 

Hamline University in MN. 

  

Join us May 24 at The Woman’s Club! 

 

mailto:mikejanetdow@gmail.com
mailto:rjadams65@frontier.com


Pat Phillips and Patricia Fae Ho 

 

 

 

After an interesting April meeting, we approach the end of 

another AAUW year.  We have much to be proud of this year.  

We have had interesting programs, our attendance has improved, 

and we have gained some new members.  We were well 

represented at the Super Fund raiser for the operational funds for the 

Woman’s Club.  Most of all, we held a successful book sale, so that 

we can again present scholarships to deserving high school and 

project renew students.  Part of our book sale money goes to the 

AAUW Funds where it is used for scholarships, training 

programs and legal advocacy.  As Patricia Fae Ho, the National AAUW president pointed out at the 

conclusion of the state convention, we have achieved much, but have a long way to go, it is a moving 

target. 

Pat Phillips and I attended the state convention on the 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 of April.  Along with 154 women 

from 24 branches we were entertained, educated, and inspired.  Respect the Musical pointed out how 

women have been represented in top 40 hits throughout the 20
th

 century.  From “I will follow him” to “I 

will survive” and “I am woman hear me roar”, we heard the lyrics of many songs with a different 

perspective.  

We heard from many inspirational speakers, and have many ideas to help get our branch involved with 

AAUW missions and our community.  We also have ideas to reach out to increase our membership.  It 

can be a little intimidating when you hear all that branches are doing, but we chose to be inspired 

instead.   

As we end our year, I want to thank our outgoing officers who have served us well in their positions.  I 

know that they will continue as leaders, as they have already agreed to new duties.  Emily Scheunemann 

is concluding 4 years as co-president.  Jane McBride is retiring from her secretary position, and Dawn 

Olson is finishing up a term as Membership VP. 

As our year ends, we begin the process of getting ready for 

September.  Please plan on attending our program planning 

committee on May 20
th

 at 9:30 a.m. at the Hedberg Library meeting 

room.  We will also be having a budget meeting this summer.  Book 

discussions each month, including our June discussion where 

everyone is encouraged to attend, will keep us busy this summer.    

Please consider in what way you can become involved with our 

branch of AAUW 

Diane 
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Elnora Leyes 

January 24, 1921 - April 8, 2016 Elnora 

Lydia Leyes, 95, a Janesville resident 

since 1949, passed away April 8, 2016, 

at her home. She was born Jan. 24, 1921, 

in New Buffalo, MI, daughter of Fred 

and Lydia (Hetzel) Seifferlein. She 

received a business degree from the 

South Bend College of Commerce, and 

during World War II, she served as a 

civil service secretary for the Army Air 

Forces.  Elnora and her husband owned 

the Janesville Floral Company for many 

years.  . Her professional and personal 

memberships included Florists’ 

Transworld Delivery (FTD) 

organization, in which she was Secretary 

of the Wisconsin 7-G District, 

Wisconsin Upper Michigan Florists’ 

Association, Society of American 

Florists, Janesville Home and Garden 

Club, co-founder of the Bower City 

Garden Club, President of the South 

Central District of the Wisconsin Garden 

Club Federation, National Council of 

State Garden Clubs, American 

Association of University Women, 
First Congregational Church, and in 

2010, she received FTD’s prestigious 

national Lifetime Achievement Award.  

Elnora was a member of AAUW since 

1966and was a lifetime member.  

 

 

AAUW Advertising 
Each year we sell advertising to help defray the cost 

of Impact, and the printing of our membership book.  

Ads sell for $35 for 8 issues of Impact, and the back 

cover of our membership book. If you or someone 

you know would like to advertise, please send the ad 

and payment to Diane Adams.  If renewing an ad, 

with the same copy, just let me know, and you only 

have to send payment.  I would like the ads by the 

middle of August.  Thanks, Diane 

June Mini Impact 
 

I will be publishing a mini version of Impact in June 

to remind people of the June 28 book discussion.  If 

you have any information that you need to send out to 

the membership at that time, my deadline will be June 

10
th

.  Send articles to Diane Adams, 

rjadams65@frontier.com 

From AAUW Convention: 

Shared governance is not a spectator sport – VOTE! 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

AAUW Wisconsin Convention Impresses Pat Phillips 

This is the first convention I’ve been to in a long time….it was so worth it! I wish everyone could have been there. 

From the first-class entertainment on Friday night (produced by Dorothy Marcic from Broadway, no less!); to the 

Saturday welcome by Madison Mayor, Paul Soglin; to the Keynote by Patricia Fae Ho, Chair of the national AAUW 

board of Directors; to workshops and sharing sessions, it was super. 

I attended a workshop on Program Planning … boy, did I learn a lot and gather some great ideas. The workshop was 

led by Deepti  Gudipati from AAUW National. She engaged us to think about three big questions as we think about 

program possibilities: 1) Does it serve our mission of improving lives for women and girls? 2) Is it an opportunity to 

grow our branch? 3) Will it engage our members? 

We also learned six steps to creating diverse and engaging programs, big or small: 

1. Study the needs of the community and be flexible to respond as needs arise (What’s happening in 

Janesville/Rock County that we can impact?) 

2. Choose “spicy” programs (What gets our members excited and energized to work on programs? Will our 

members remember it because it made a difference?) 

3. Think about a variety of program formats (Workshops, panels, etc.) 

4. Collaborate with diverse groups (What other groups share our mission and could be partners?) 

5. Plan the logistics (When and where) 

6. Publicity (How will we reach the broadest audience?) 

We heard about many interesting programs and projects: 

A panel about Title 9 in our community 

Wonder Women! A film on female stereotypes paired with a speaker on women’s studies 

Workshops for parents about drugs (Stairway to Heroin and Playground to Pills) 

Women’s Rock band event to raise money for a special project 

Work-Life balance panel 

Table-ing events at farmers’ markets, etc., to spread the word about AAUW 

StartSmart and WorkSmart workshops about negotiating skills for women in the workplace. 

The possibilities are endless. Please attend the program planning committee meeting at 9:30 AM, Friday, May 20 at 

the Hedberg Library. Join us to get excited about the possibilities! 

 Have you been to the national AAUW 

website lately? 

Check out www.aaus.org! There are great resources 

for planning programs as well as information about 

what YOUR AAUW is doing. 

 Gender wage gap and the leadership gap 

 Voter registration drives 

 Financial literacy for the college-bound 

 Supporting more women in leadership 

 New research – Barriers and Bias 

 

 

 Educational funding 

 Salary negotiation programs 

 Stem education 

 Elect Her projects 

 AAUW around the world 

And don’t forget to check out AAUW Janesville 

website for local news  

https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com/ 

 

http://www.aaus.org/
https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com/


 



 

 

  



 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

AAUW Book Discussion Group to Pair with 

Diversity Action Team for June 

Meeting/Potluck 

Using the recently deceased Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird 

and her recently published Go Set a Watchman as a basis for 

our discussion, the combined Book Discussion group and 

Diversity Action Team hopes to use these two stories as a 

starter to a conversation about race.  Harper Lee‘s portrayal of 

her beloved father, Atticus Finch from Mockingbird is further 

developed in Watchman and how do we process this?  Did 

Atticus suddenly become a racist in Watchman or is this a fuller 

picture of the man and the way racism works?  What can we 

learn about our own attitudes toward racism? Please join us on 

Tuesday, June 28, 6:30 pm at the Woman’s Club.  All AAUW 

members and guests are welcome!  We’ll have wine for purchase, other 

beverages provided.  Please bring a dish to pass for a 6:30 p.m. meal and 7:00 

p.m. discussion. Mary Buelow will be our facilitator. Mary is an expert on 

leading book discussion and very knowledgeable about history. This is a five star 

event!  Book Image from Amazon.com 

Harper Lee image from www.telegraph.co.uk 

Book Discussion Selects Titles for May-August 

 
As our AAUW Book Discussion Group anticipates summer potlucks and delectable titles, 

you are cordially invited to participate!  You do not need to have attended in the past.   

MAY 17  Our May Book is Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. Janet Dow will be the facilitator and we will meet at 7:00 

p.m. at Jane McBride’s home, 4130 Boulder Dr. (phone 608-563-4710). Sue Keeney is bringing the refreshments. 

June 28 We will be meeting at the Woman’s Club at 6:30 p.m. for a potluck followed by the discussion. All 

members are asked to bring a dish to pass. We will be discussing To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a Watchman by 

Harper Lee.  Mary Buelow will be the facilitator. 

July 19 We will be discussing The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah at Andie Matthusen’s  house. The address is 5304 

N. Terra Cr., Milton (phone 608-359-2967). This is a potluck, which begins at 6:30 p.m. 

August 16  The Fastest Things on Wings: Rescuing Hummingbirds in Hollywood  by Terry Masear is the book for 

discussion for August. What a wonderful summer read! The 6:30 p.m.  potluck will be at the home of Pat Phillips, 

3738 Buckingham Dr., Janesville (phone 608-436-3050). 

Everyone is welcome to participate in book discussion even if you have not come in the past. Please join us. 

 



Yes, Virginia, it is Rocket Science!  
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

– STEM  

Careers creating the 21st Century & GIRLS CAN 

DO!  

AAUW can help.  

Community Action Grants provide funds to individuals, AAUW branches, and AAUW state 

organizations as well as local community-based nonprofit organizations for innovative 

programs or non-degree research projects that promote education and equality for women and 

girls. 

In 2015, $7000 in CAP Grants went to college STEM teams across the nation. South Dakota, 

Alabama, Connecticut, Kentucky, Indiana and Georgia. The grants are not confined to 

colleges, grants are available for school and community action teams to promote STEM for 

girls at all levels.  

If you, your daughter, or your granddaughter is interested in robotics, the next medical 

breakthrough, or even heading out to Mars get out to AAUW and find out how to help. Reach 

us at http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/community-action-

grants/. 

The grant applications closed on March 15 but hang in and do some planning. The Grant 

applications will reopen in August and GIRLS CAN DO.  

 

 

     

  

The Beloit Janesville Symphony Orchestra is back (after being called 
the Rock River Philharmonic for a few years). They are planning a 
"Dance to the Music" fundraiser on May 22nd at Kandu's Banquet 
Hall, 4:30-7:30 p.m., with Jack Farina's Big Band playing. Tickets are 
$15, playable at the door. Dance lessons will be available, and there 
will be raffles, silent auction and a Music Trivia Game. 
 
 The orchestra will play on July 3&4 as usual. In the fall there will be 
a "Dancing with the Stars" event, and a full concert season will be 
announced. Watch The Gazette for more information. Call Carol 
Fosshage at 756-5856 with questions. 
 

Do you have ideas for AAUW programs?  Do you have thoughts or comments about the 

kinds of programs you’d like to see at AAUW meetings?  Come to the program planning 

meeting!  We will meet in the Public Meeting Room at the Hedberg Public Library on 

Friday May 20, 9:30 am.   Grab a cup of coffee at the coffee shop and come on in! 

 

If you have comments or suggestions but cannot attend the meeting, please email me your 

thoughts at buelow_m@msn.com before May 20. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/community-action-grants/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/community-action-grants/
mailto:buelow_m@msn.com


       
Meet AAUW member Nancy Arnold 

Nancy is fairly new to our AAUW Chapter and was born 

and raised in Janesville. She has lived in Madison, Eau 

Claire and Spicer, MN, but has called Janesville her home 

since 1977. Her training for her life’s work began as a 

Chemical Technician at UW-River Falls and the State 

Laboratory of Hygiene in Madison, School of 

Cytotechnology. She has a B.S. from Whitewater and a MS 

from UW Madison. Those degrees prepared her well for 

her profession as a Pancreas Transplant Social Worker. She 

evaluated people seeking kidney, pancreas and 

kidney/pancreas organ transplants and then followed up 

with those who received those organs. 

 Our book discussion group is what drew Nancy to AAUW. 

She enjoys reading and recommended Go Set A Watchman 

by Harper Lee as an excellent read. Surprisingly Nancy shot 

on a Women’s Civil War Era Black Powder Carbine Team. 

Not surprising is that Nancy loves to travel. When she 

retired in 2012, she and her husband spent 3 weeks driving 

back and forth to California, destination San Francisco for a 

conference.   Another favorite trip was a cruise to Tahiti. 

 What makes Nancy happy besides traveling? That would 

be spending time with her grandsons, children, family and 

friends.  Most of us would agree with those activities to 

put us in our “feeling good” mode. A special skill that 

Nancy has (besides shooting a civil war gun) is rubber 

stamping and card making. Nancy is already contributing to 

AAUW as our publicity liaison for the Gazette. 

 

Meet AAUW member Melody Wachter 

Melody is a relatively new member of AAUW, but 

was a recipient of a scholarship from AAUW in 1990. 

She went to UW Stout and earned a B.S. in Clothing 

Textiles and Design. Later Melody earned a M.S. in 

Education at UW Whitewater. Janesville has been 

home for Melody the last 40 years where she has 

been a teacher and run a home alteration business. 

Sewing, quilting, reading and playing the piano are 

interests that she enjoys.  

Today Melody loves flowers and enjoys helping 

friends with sewing. She is in charge of our Janesville 

AAUW Branch website. If her dreams came true, 

Wachter would own a successful quilt shop and win 

quilting awards. Anyone who has done any quilting 

knows that it is not just sewing shapes together 

neatly, but involves creative skills in design and color 

selection. Visit Melody at the new quilt shop in 

Janesville and perhaps you will take a class with her. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

110 Harding Street 

P.O. Box 427 

Janesville, WI 53547-0427 

(608) 754-7701 

(608) 7548555 FAX 
 

READY MIXED CONCRETE 

 

 

                               jholmstrom@rwbaird.com 

 

 

 

 



If you are a Branch member who would be willing to pick up members who 

need rides to meetings, please call Emily Scheunemann to be put on a list of 

drivers. 

Also, a reminder from your Membership Committee to introduce yourself 

to members you may not know when you see them at Branch meetings.  

Look around and be aware of new faces!   

Mark Your Calendar   

May   

 12  DAT 

17  Book Discussion   

24  Branch Meeting 

  

June 

 28   Branch/Book Discussion  

July 14  book discussion 

Aug 16  Book Discussion   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AAUW-Janesville-Wisconsin-408846782495802 

AAUW Janesville Branch Website: https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com 

 American Association of University Women 

 Janesville, WI Branch Bulletin 

 P.O. Box 8033 

 Janesville, WI 53547-8033 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AAUW-Janesville-Wisconsin-408846782495802
https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com/


AAUW MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2016-2017 

JANESVILLE BRANCH 

Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, 

philanthropy, and research. 

Note: $46 of AAUW National dues are now deductible as charitable contributions for federal income 
tax purposes.  AAUW Fund contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Please print clearly and highlight new or changed information. 

Name: 

Address: 

City:                                                                                                        State:                                                    Zip Code: 

Phone: 

E-Mail Address: 

 

Membership Categories: (Please circle the category that applies to you) 

$95  Renewing or new member and you have not paid Woman’s Club dues directly or through 

another organization (National $49, State $13, Branch $13, Woman’s Club $20) 

$75 Renewing or new member and you have paid Woman’s Club dues directly or through another 

organization (National $49, State $13, Branch $13) 

$46 Paid Life Member who is also a member of Woman’s Club (State $13, Branch $13 

$17 Student Affiliate—National (Optional State membership for an additional $6.50) 

$20 Honorary Live Member who has not paid Woman’s Club dues directly or through another 

organization 

$0  Honorary Life Member (If you’ve been an AAUW member for 50+ years) 

Additional Contributions: 

$_______ AAUW Funds 

$_______ Scholarship: Supports our local scholarship giving 

$_______ Sponsorship: Helps subsidize memberships for our members based on need 

Total Amount Enclosed $_________   

 

Make checks payable and remit to  AAUW-Janesville Branch 

     PO Box 8033 

     Janesville, WI  53547-8033 

  


