
An easy way to grow 
your membership!

to the Shape the Future Membership Campaign

QUICK GUIDE



HOW TO USE THE SHAPE THE FUTURE CAMPAIGN

The Shape the Future membership campaign helps affiliates* recruit and 

retain members. New members pay just 50 percent of the national dues 

rate when they join AAUW at a public event. For every two new members 

who join, the branch earns one free national membership. A maximum 

of three free memberships may be earned per year and can be given to 

anyone who qualifies for AAUW membership. 

*AAUW affiliates are defined as branches, states, and Younger Women’s Task Force chapters.

Hold an event (or participate in one) that is open to the 

public. Set up an AAUW table with membership brochures 

and offer the discounted membership rate to attendees.

Ask visitors to complete the guest/referral sheet avail-

able for download from the AAUW website. Encourage 

them to join on the spot and receive 50 percent off their 

national dues. Remember—AAUW national dues are  

tax deductible!

Give the membership dues collected at the event to your 

affiliate’s finance officer along with the guest/referral list. 

The finance officer can then attach these forms to the 

regular membership dues forms for submission to the state 

and the national office.

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3



AAUW membership is open to anyone with an associate (or equivalent) degree or 

higher from a regionally accredited institution. 

A “new member” is someone entirely new to AAUW or an individual who rejoins 

after two or more years. A national member who joins a branch is not a new 

member. “New members” are the only members eligible for membership dis-

counts through this campaign. 

 

Who is eligible for membership?

How do we redeem our free memberships?

Free memberships can be given to anyone who qualifies for membership. Free 

memberships must be used within the fiscal year in which they are earned (by 

June 30). After March 15, branches should begin reporting memberships for the 

next fiscal year.

Visit www.aauw.org within 30 days of submitting the new member dues from 

the event to the national office. Type “Shape the Future” in the search box on the 

upper right side of the website and click on “Shape the Future Membership Cam-

paign.” Use the redemption form and monthly status report to see how many free 

memberships your branch has earned and to redeem them.

 

To reach prospective members, cosponsor events with local colleges and univer-

sities, campus women’s groups, and such community organizations as the Girl 

Scouts, the YWCA, and other professional women’s associations. You can also 

get a booth or table at a local event that you know attracts a large audience of 

people who would find AAUW appealing.

Ask local businesses to provide in-kind donations, refreshments, materials, and 

scholarships. Give them event notice posters, fliers, and reminders to put at their 

checkout lines. Make sure to let them know that their support will be prominently 

recognized at the event or your booth.

Ask sponsors, speakers, and participants to join your affiliate. Invite institutions of 

higher education to join the AAUW college/university member program.

How can we make our campaign successful?



Programs that draw potential members

AAUW dues/fees tax deductibility

Incentives

As you plan for the year, be sure to offer affiliate programming and events that will 

appeal to your community. Members of all ages say the number-one reason they 

join AAUW is the mission. Spotlight local issues that will allow you to collaborate 

with other groups, especially those who won’t view you as a competitor.

For a list of program ideas and great how-to tips for hosting events, visit  

www.aauw.org. Type “Programs in a Box” into the search box on the upper right 

side of the website. Then click “Programs in a Box Directory” to view programs 

that you can bring to your community. Invite diverse organizations and all pro-

spective members who meet AAUW eligibility requirements. The prospective 

member who is invited to events is most likely to join!

AAUW national dues for FY19 are $59, of which $56 is tax deductible by the  

individual member. Three dollars of the national dues payment are not tax 

deductible because they will be used to support the AAUW Action Fund’s section 

501(c)(4) Lobby Corps and election-related activities. After March 15, 2019, refer 

to the website for FY20 dues rates.

AAUW will recognize the top affiliate and state recruiters in two categories: the 

highest overall percentage growth and the highest overall numeric growth in 

new members as of the annual February 1 count. All individuals who recruit five 

or more new members will receive AAUW top recruiter lapel pins.

Watch your email and read the newsletter Membership Matters for Shape the 

Future campaign recruitment success stories. Your branch could be featured in 

the newsletter!
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