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What is 
redistricting?

Redistricting is the 
process of drawing 
electoral district 
boundaries in the 
United States. 

50 Precincts to 
be apportioned in 
5 districts with 
10 precincts in 
each district.



What is proportional 
representation?

Proportional representation 
(PR) characterizes electoral 
systems in which divisions in an 
electorate are reflected 
proportionately in the elected 
body.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proportional_representation

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proportional_representation


What Is 
Gerrymandering?

Gerrymandering is when a 
political party in power redraws 
the boundaries of voting 
districts after the federal 
Census in crafty ways to give 
their party a further advantage.



Cracking and Packing 
Gerrymandering involves 2 main strategies:

https://www.azavea.com/blog/2018/01/23/exploring-pennsylvanias-gerrymandered-congressional-districts/



Packing
Concentrating the opposing party’s voting power in one or a relative 
few districts to reduce their voting power in other districts  
oi.e., pack all the opposing party voters into just a few districts that 

they may win, while your party wins all the other districts



Cracking
Diluting the voting power of the opposing party’s supporters 
across many election districts to help your party win those 
districts



One Person ≠ One Vote

How does this make my vote less meaningful? 

oIf you are a Democrat in a Republican gerrymandered 
district, your Democrat candidate is not likely to win, so 
your vote is relatively worthless. 

oIf you are a Republican in a Democratic gerrymandered 
district, same thing, your vote is relatively worthless.  



Why Is It So Bad?

It rigs the political game in 
favor of one-party rule. It 
decreases competition. It 
muffles the voices of 
citizens who are in the 
minority. It deprives 
Wisconsinites of equal 
representation. And it leads 
to hyper-partisanship.



A little history...
1967 - SCOTUS decision in Reynolds v. Sims required population equality in 
legislative districts. 1 person = 1 vote became the law of the land. The ruling 
required that representatives be elected from ‘single-member districts’. 

The Wisconsin Constitution requires that districts be approximately the same 
population in order to maintain the ‘integrity of political subdivisions (i.e. 
municipal and county boundaries) maintaining communities of interest and 
creating geographic compactness.’

And so, the Census became even more important than before because new 
districts were created based on these numbers.



1971 
The last time there was 
cooperative, bipartisan legislation.

1981
1991
2001

Partisan 
bickering 

resulted in 
Wisconsin 
legislative 

district maps 
being drawn 

by federal 
judges.

THEN IN

2010..
.

That’s me in 
1975.



NOT so fast...
In 2009, Democrats had the majority in both 
chambers of the legislature and the 
governorship - the trifecta.

BUT they did not use the opportunity to pass 
nonpartisan redistricting legislation, in spite 
of efforts on the part of some legislators. The 
Democratic leadership thought they would 
win. It’s likely the maps they would have 
drawn would have advantaged their party as 
much as the current maps advantage 
Republicans now.

2008 Presidential 
Election Results 

Map

2010 Senate 
Election Results 

Map



Supreme Court Elections over time tell a PURPLE story



Wisconsin Voters Favor Nonpartisan Redistricting 
January 2019 and February 2020

Voters favor a non-partisan approach to redistricting over the current 
process in which the legislature and governor are responsible for drawing 
legislative and congressional districts. This item was also asked in January 
2019, as shown in Table 44.

https://law.marquette.edu/poll/

https://law.marquette.edu/poll/


The Solution Is Easy: The Iowa Model
In Iowa, career civil servants – and not 
the leaders of the party in power – draw 
the district maps there, using specific 
criteria that prohibit them from using 
demographic voting data to rig the 
districts in favor of one party or another. 

The Iowa Model also ensures public 
participation, with hearings held all 
around the state. The process works 
well in Iowa, and it’ll work well here in 
Wisconsin, too. 



Between 2014-19, 
referendums were passed 
in eight counties.

Then on April 7, 2020, nine 
referendums passed on 
the same day.

Currently, there are eleven 
referendums on the 
November 2020 ballot.

Voters Want 
Nonpartisan 
Redistricting



● Dane County: 4/1/14, 82%
● Eau Claire County: 11/6/18, 74%
● La Crosse County: 4/2/19, 77%
● Lincoln County: 11/6/18, 65%
● Marquette County: 4/7/20, 72.4%
● Milwaukee County: 4/7/20, 79.5%
● Monroe County: 4/7/20, 74.5%
● Oneida County municipalities (8): 

Crescent, Hazelhurst, Lake Tomahawk, 
Town of Newbold, Pelican, Pine Lake, 
Rhinelander, Woodruff

● Outagamie County: 4/3/18, 72%

List of 17 Counties That Have Passed a Fair Maps Referendum
 -- plus 16 municipalities in Oneida and Vilas Counties

● Pierce County: 4/7/20, 76.2%
● Portage County: 4/7/20, 74.9%
● Rock County: 4/7/20, 80.6%
● St. Croix County: 4/7/20, 76.3%
● Sauk County: 11/6/18, 72%
● Trempealeau County: 4/7/20, 76.6%
● Vernon County: 4/2/19, 71%
● Vilas County municipalities (8): Arbor 

Vitae, Boulder Junction, Eagle River, 
Lac du Flambeau, Manitowish Waters, 
Phelps, Presque Isle, Winchester

● Winnebago County: 11/6/18, 69%
● Wood County: 4/7/20, 72.4%

https://www.wisdc.org/images/files/pdf_imported/redistricting/lacrossecountyRes60_1_19_approval_croppedhighlighted.pdf
https://www.wisdc.org/images/files/pdf_imported/redistricting/TownofNewboldReferendum-4-2-19Election.pdf
https://www.wisdc.org/images/images/redistricting/EagleRiverReferendum_040720.pdf


Counties (11)

● Adams County
● Bayfield County
● Brown County
● Crawford County
● Door County
● Dunn County
● Iowa County
● Jefferson County
● Kenosha County
● Rusk County
● Waushara County

Municipalities
● In Barron County: City of Barron
● In Racine County: City of Racine

Fair Maps Referenda on the 
November 3, 2020 ballot

﹡

Cities of 
Barron & 
Racine

https://www.wisdc.org/images/files/pdf_imported/redistricting/CityofBarron_FinalResolution2020-06andapproveReferendumNov20.pdf


Goal of the Fair Maps Movement

Electoral maps created in 2021 through a 
transparent process that includes public 
input; consists of contiguous, compact 
districts; and respects communities of 
interest, i.e. municipal boundaries, school 
districts, communities of color, etc.



Gov. Evers’s People’s Maps Commission

On July 9th, Governor Evers announced the timeline, criteria, 
application and selection process for the nine-member People’s Maps 
Commission.

“The Commission will host public hearings in each congressional 
district to receive input from the people of Wisconsin, experts, and 
stakeholders on the redistricting process. Following the release of 
data from of the 2020 U.S. Census, the Commission will use the 
information gathered during the public hearing process to prepare 
maps for the Legislature’s consideration.”

Input from the people all around the state of Wisconsin is a crucial factor 
in creating maps that reflect our state, its rich diversity and its varied 
needs. As important as serving on the People’s Maps Commission is 
each of our perspectives about what should be considered when drawing 
new district lines. 



People’s Maps Commission 

Hearings will be held in each 
Congressional District. The schedule 
has not been finalized. It is 
tentatively set for:

● Week of September 21, 2020
● Week of October 26, 2020
● Week of November 16, 2020
● Week of December 7, 2020
● Week of January 18, 2021
● Week of February 15, 2021
● Week of March 15, 2021
● Week of April 19, 2021



● Screenings of Slay the Dragon in the 
weeks prior to the hearing in each district,

● Host panels of local people who can talk 
about how gerrymandering affects issues 
in the region, 

● Provide Testimony Training in each district 
for those who want to testify at the 
hearings, and 

● Follow up with those who testify to keep 
them engaged in the fair maps movement.

Fair Maps Coalition and Grassroots Teams support 
the People’s Maps Commission



‘We’re the only ones who can save us!’
~ David Daley

Grassroots action is our power.

Carlene Bechen
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Questions?


